The Forrest Family of Limavady and the Roe valley¢. 1655-1918
This account is a reflection and summation of dwalve years of research into our family originkalve always
had a keen interest in family history and folklémg it was not until 1997 that | began a systemseirch of the
records.

ORAL HISTORY SURVIVING WITHIN THE FAMILY

A certain amount of oral history had survived far éamily and this would prove to be both the caghnd the
primer for my research. Much of the tradition wasged down in the family through my great grandeudames
Forrest [1877-1955] of Kennaught Street and subessttyuthrough his grand-nephew, the late Franciedso
[1941-2007] of Benbradagh Avenue, Limavady. Janmesest was a postman in Limavady, had a keen miad,
self-taught and fluent in Irish and German and hadavid interest in family history but unfortungteio

documented account appears to have survived.

The scraps of family details that have survived amhd¢o only a few shards of information rather tlracomplete

pot but much of it appeared to have the ring ohenticity and proved most useful in making sensehef

documentary evidence that was uncovered. With detzathe more immediate past concerning my grahefat
Robert [Bobby] Forrest [1899-1979], | was told tbkowing:

e That Paddy Connor took Bobby Forrest to the Great. W
e That my grandfather was raised by two Forrest abmtsupon his return from the Great War both had
passed away from the effects of the Spanish flu.

In 2005, a photograph, which had been missing fanyryears, was discovered of my Grandad Bobby én th
uniform of the Royal Inniskilling Fusilers with hfsend Paddy Connor. During the early years ofnesearch |
was delighted when Francie Forrest [my second npysbduced a photograph of the oldest ancestowhkrto
tradition, ‘old George Forrest’ [born 1839], whomwas believed had been an Episcopalian even though
immediate family was Catholic.

Bobby Forrest and Paddy Connor, c. 1918

SERVICE RECORD OF ROBERT FORRE
¢ Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers no. 28965
[1% Battalion Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers]

e Royal Irish Fusiliers no. 31459
1% Battalion Royal Irish Fusiliers
y

¢ Royal Munster Fusiliers no. 18483
attalion Royal Munster Fusiliers
2" Battalion Royal M Fusili

Note: in the picture one can clearly see a ‘wapstron the left sleeve of my Grandfather’s uniforiounds
stripes were introduced in July 1916 and one waseid on each occasion a soldier appeared on thalGasists
as ‘wounded’.

Going back further in time, the tradition withinetfamily was that all of the Forrests in the Limdyarea were
descended from one common ancestor who had seltieel to Limavady. At the time of the Great Fanitneas

believed that our direct ancestors had residethéntdéwnland of Edenmore in the parish of Balteddte late
Francie Forrest knew the location of the Forresiseoin Edenmore, but it had long since been dehmlis
Francie also recalled the story that during the iRarm the Roe valley one ancestor walked from Eume to
Maghera to get potatoes. On arriving home, he wasxsited that he jumped upon entering throughdtiee and
hit his head on a roof beam. Clearly, the oraldnjstevidence indicated that the family origins lagt in

Limavady but in the parish of Balteagh to the seedist of the town.

Our family at one point had married into the Jaocksamily of Limavady who were proprietors of an
Ironmongers’ business in the town and who were &althve supplied the iron railings that adornftbat of St.
Columb’s Cathedral in Derry city.

Two old great-aunts, both of whom died in the faendecade, had been proprietors of a haberdashepyish
Limavady. The exact location of the shop was kndwriradition - at the end of Main Street towards th
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intersection of Linenhall Street where Caskie’sapbs is now located. There was a piece of phisiidence to
add to this oral tradition - their headstone inG2tnice’s Catholic graveyard on the Roe Mill Road.

Only two Forrest headstones were erected in thevatiey during the nineteenth century; one in SiniCe’s
Catholic graveyard dated to the 1840s and the ottemorial dated to 1850s in Tamlaght Old Buryingugrd
near Ballykelly. | was familiar with St. Canice’sagyeyard on the Roe Mill Road having often visitedre with
my Dad, [Bobby senior] and memories of this lovely graveyard has naturally created many happyceadsins.

Unfortunately, the headstone was overgrown, damagedsunk into the ground so that it was only fobsdio
trace the information on Catherine Forrest, therekister [spelt with a single ‘r’]. When | startdue family
research in 1997 my goal was to link these twoelsdd our direct line. The existence of the hearstio a
Catholic graveyard presented me with an immediatdlenge, as a thorough search of the 1831 ceesaaled
only eleven Forrest households in the Roe valleight Presbyterian and three Episcopalian]. Therates of
Catherine or Mary as a head of household suggkatsttiey may have been residing with another family
Fortunately, two transcripts of the damaged heaésieere extant:

Forest Catherine 2 June 1843 (64), her sister, Mary 21 1&49 (64) [PRONI: D/3672/1].

Forrest: IHS: Here lieth the body of Catherine Forrest wiepatted this life 12 June 1843 in thé"&#ar of her
age.... Mary Forrest who departed this life 15 Mag9.&ged 61 years [Irish Family Links: Volume 2 nemb:
September 1985].

The transcriptions differ slightly but they are moseful as they give us approximate dates for €ata Forrest
[c.1779-1843] and Mary Forrest [c.1785-1849]. Tasktof connecting these ladies to our family trea definite
way would prove to be difficult given the notoriosiste of the surviving Irish records. | hopedraze our direct
line back as far as the records would allow and theto connect these ladies to a known and prarerestral
line.

SEARCHING THE RECORDS

When | began searching for my grandfather, Robantest, | found him in the 1901census [aged 2[diegi with
his grandparents George Forrest [aged 60] and Aame Forrest [aged 51] in Roe Mill Street [now Read]
Limavady. This began a process that was to takbank to the families of this George Forrest JurlLiofavady
[born 1839]; his father, George Forrest Sen. whiediin the parish of Balteagh [born ¢.1807]; hitéa, John
Forrest who also lived in the parish of Balteagbrifbc.1775] and to a James Forrest [born ¢.175@] ish
possibly the patriarch of the Balteagh Forrest liffee remainder of this paper will tell both thergtof the family
and provide examples of the range of sources thate used in piecing together this story.

Descendants of James Forrest

James
Forrest

John Catherine Mary

Forrest Forrest Forrest

1775 - 1779 - 1843 1785 - 1849

|
[ | | | |

Mary Ann James Nancy John Elizabeth Sarah Elizabeth George Ann
McClean H Forrest | Maddigan Forrest < 1794 - 1868 Forrest Forrest Forrest / McColumb
1806 - 1861 1801 - 1878 1804 - 1869 1805 - 1890 1806 - 1886 - 1868

Descendants of George Forrest  Senior

George Ann
Forrest =  McColumb
- 1868

James Mary Jane MaryAnn RobertPatton George Ann Jane Elizabeth John Margaret Robert MargaretEliza
Forrest Walker Forrest Hillas Forrest Mullan Smyrl = Forrest < McCauley Forrest Forrest
1831 - 1902 1828 - 1878 1837 - 1837 - 1839,- 1912 1846 - 1918 1836 - 1878 1840 - 1916 1841 - 1925 1842 - 1846 -

George Forrest Jun. who was
listed in the 1901 Census.



THE FAMILY OF GEORGE FORREST JUN.

The story begins with my great-great grandfathesr@e Forrest whose photograph is shown below. Helisted
in the 1901 Census living in a house that hadctedlroof, one front window and had three roomé wight
occupants [on land belonging to B. H. Lane]. Thetpgraph, below, dating from the early 1960s, shitvesrow
of houses in Roe Mill Road where George Forrestlivagy in 1901. My grandfather would also comeréside
here in the 1930s and my father Bobby Forrest weas there in 1940. Below you find details of hisfy and
the various records used in the research.

GEORGE FORREST [1839-1912] ROE MILL ROAD

George Forrest

CENSUS RECORDS

1901 Census ReturngLimavady DED] [PRONI: MIC/354/5/16]. Below aredhdetails of House No. 15 in the
Census in Roe Mill Road Street. Note that the numdfers to the order of the house in the censbisthe street
number.

Name Relation Religion Education Age Sex  Occupatio Marriage Born
Forrest, George Head Episcopalian Read only 60 M  boleer Married Co Derry
Forrest, Ann Jane Wife Roman Catholic Cannot read 1 5 F Married Co Antrim
Forrest, James Son Roman Catholic Read & write 23 MPostman Not married  Co Derry
Forrest, Lizzie Daughter Roman Catholic Read &evrit 21 F Linen weaver Not married  Co Derry
Forrest, Robert Son Roman Catholic Read & write 18 M Postman Not married  Co Derry
Forrest, Eivleen Daughter Roman Catholic Read &ewri 15 F Servant maid Not married  Co Derry
Forrest, Edward Son Roman Catholic Read & write 13 M Scholar Not married  Co Derry
Forrest, Robert Grandson Roman Catholic Cannotread 02 M Not married  Co Derry

The census returns indicated that George Forrestoam about 1840 in county Derry and his wife Alame c.
1850 in county Antrim [although the 1911 censuseg@ounty Derry] and that this was a mixed marriage
George was Episcopalian and his wife Catholic.

The census details also highlight the varying oatiops of the householders. George Forrest wadautar,
although probably semi-retired by this stage. Thegee two postmen in the household, one servand arail a
linen weaver. Limavady Spinning and Weaving Compasyablished in 1865, used steam-power to make bot
fine damasks and coarser linens. It changed owipessiveral times but provided valuable employmenttiie
local inhabitants until its closure in 1933. Theawi@g factory was located to the south of Ballyel@ireet and
next the railway line occupying the site of thegamet Alexander Road housing estate.



CIVIL REGISTRATION RECORDS

Marriage of George Forrest and Ann Jane Mullan.

Ours was a relatively uncommon name, so | was t@bteace every Forrest birth, marriage and deaim fthe
beginning of civil registration [effectively 1864rfall births, marriages and deaths; 1845 for Btate# marriages]

A search of civil registration of marriages prodiiaaly one return for a George Forrest in Countyripbefore
1900. In 1866 George Forrest, a labourer married dane Mullan, a domestic servant, both of Irislkee@r
Limavady in Drumachose parish church. An O.A.Prolanade by Ann Jane Forrest on 26 Oct 1916 provided
useful information on her origins. She was in fadflcMullan born in Ballindreen, in the parish oflBeashane -
the claim gave useful detail extracted from theistegs of Ballyrashane Church of Ireland [subsetiyen
destroyed in 1922] Ann Jane [11 weeks old] n.d. of Michael McMullarde®arah Elliot, baptised 8 Nov 1846,
by Rector Thomas Cupplgd/550/29 and NAI FGS:55/2]. Although christenedBallyrashane parish church, at
some point Ann Jane Mullan became a Catholic andameily was also removed to Limavady where she aas
domestic servant residing in Irish Green Streétatime of her marriage to George Forrest in 18&@& marriage
although recorded in Drumachose parish church wased marriage. All of the children were raisedtie faith

of their mother.

Children of George and Ann Forrest

George and Ann Jane Forrest had issue, ten chitdirborn after the date of compulsory civil regasion and all
except the first were born in Pound Lane [latenam@s Protestant Street].

Name Civil registration of births/deaths:  Spouse

Jane 12.07.1867 — 28.06.1869 Born Ballyclose, [giaeohg]

John 24.11.1869 — 16.02.1953 Sara Jane Connoofdihn Connor and Lucinda Rankin]

Jane [Jenny]  24.09.1871 - 15.02.1915 James McGuggemof John McGuigan and Mary McGuigan of
Moneyneeny, Draperstown]

George 08.01.1874 — 13.07.1895 Bachelor

Margaret 09.03.1876 — 11.03.1949 James Magee ofVilbRd [born county Antrim]

James 22.12.1877 — 20.03.1955 Sarah Jane O’'Naill¢gflJohn O’'Neill and Ellen McFeeley]

Elizabeth 29.01.1880 — 23.06.1930 James Mageedgfakvan [son of John Magee]

Robert 07.11.1882 — 25.05.1946 Mary McMahon [daBaifick McMahon and Annie McLaughlin]

Evelyn 13.04.1885 — 18.08.1918 Spinster

Edward 12.06.1887 —27.11.1918 Anna O'Brien [daWiliam O’Brien and Margaret Lindsay]

OCCUPATIONAL RECORDS

Four of George Forrest’s sons became postmen imady — George [died in 1895 aged 21], John, Jamés
Robert, the latter moving to reside in Magilligafstablishment books for the postal service for tpierry
were deposited in PRONI [GPO/5], and we find tleahds Forrest was a Telegram messenger in Limaveuly f
1891-1894 and subsequently a rural auxiliary to/&bill, Bolea and then Carrick-on-Roe but uporergag his
civil service certificate 13 May 1904 was promotedrural postman to the Largy from 1905. He goteekly
allowance for cycle cleaning [GPO/5/7 p.160]. Jdforrest was a rural auxiliary based in Limavady &ed
served Glack, Bellyleighery, and subsequently Bdtean 1902 [GPO/5/7 p.20]. Robert Forrest was Ifirst
Telegram messenger in Limavady 1897, a rural auyilio Cloverhill 1898-1902 but after passing ciérvice
exam on 14 September 1902 was appointed rural posainthe Bellerena sub-office [GPO/5/8, p. 115.whs
given a weekly allowance for the upkeep of a hf@&e0/5/7 p. 152].

LOCAL NEWSPAPERS

Local newspapers are a useful source for localfamdy history. We find a death entry for Georgeest in the
Northern Constitution of 12 October 1912:

Forrest: At hisresidence Protestant Street, Limavady, on the 5" inst, George Forrest aged 72 years



In the St Mary’s Catholic register, Limavady wedithe burial details, which record his death oncfoBer 1912:
‘George Forrest of Pound Lane, father of James Fymeostman, of Pound Lane, last rites Fr. McGldulgjal
Roe Mill [St. Canice’'sgraveyard. George Forrest was received into the Church upeeption of the sacrament
of the Last Rites.

Three of George Forrest's sons enlisted during Firet World War: Edward Forrest™3Battalion Royal
Inniskilling Fusiliers [no 3289], Robert Forrest” 8attalion London Regiment/Post Office Rifles [r&Y2955]
and John Forrest $0Battalion London Regiment [no 801048]. In totadven Forrest men from the Limavady
area enlisted [all related], a remarkably high rfegfor such a small clan with one fatality recordémimes Forrest
of the Largy [grand-nephew of George Forrest] diediounds, France and Flanders on August 18 19&Avab

a private in the d Battalion of the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers [28121]. The Northern Constitution reported his
death on 1 Sept 1918 [p. 2].

Roeside Echoes: Our soldiers:

Mr and Mrs James Forrest, Largy have recelved official confirmation that their youngest son Pte. James
Forrest of the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers was wounded in France on the 17" inst and died the following
day. He enlised December 1915. His brother Lance Corporal William Forrest of the Highland Light
Infantry isreported wounded and in hospital.

Robert Forrest of the London Regiment was awarbedMilitary Medal for outstanding braveryde won it for
rescuing an officer under enemy fifglelen Forrest Cullen, daughter 9 September 2008E original letter
[transcribed below] and military medal are still the family [information and photograph courtesy to
grandson Robert Forrest].

Headquarters Fourth Army.
14th Dec 1918

To, No 372955 Rifleman R Forrest
London Regiment

I congratulate you on the gallantry and devotion to duty
for which you have been awarded;

The Military Medal

Rawlinson

Gen. Commanding Fourth Army

Robert Forrest of Magilligan, 1882-1946

1918 would prove to be a painful and difficult yearfor the family. Four family members died within a four-
month period as a consequence of the Spanish tfhweak that ravaged Europe towards the end of teatGVar.
Evelyn Forrest [my grandfather’s aunt] died 18 Astgi©918 [aged 33] and she was followed on 8 Sepetm
her niece Ann Jane Forrest [aged 15], her mother Jame Forrest on 28 September, [aged 74] andyfimaher
brother Edward Forrest on 2November 1918, aged 31 [all were buried in St. Gaaigraveyard but no
headstone was erected]. A search of the local coliRneside echoes’ in the Northern Constitution sgaper
provided additional useful information on the fayrak this time [30 November 1918].

Another early deatHRoeside Echoes, 30 November 1918]

At the age of 31, and after a period of declining strength Mr Edward Forrest, Limavady, passed away on
Sunday evening. Deceased like several of his brothers responded to the call of King and Country, but owing
to the state of his health he was discharged with honourable credentials. His brother Robert was awarded the
M.M recently. The funeral on Tuesday afternoon to Termon-Canice burying ground Roe Mill, was
representative. The remains were enclosed in a heavily brasssmounted coffin. Rev. J.J McGlade officiated.




We find reported in the same column of the Roesideoes [30 November 1918] an article on the inftaen
epidemic that had swept through Limavady ‘to thieeixof about 700 cases’ but it was stated thaptmelemic
was now pretty well abated in the urban area bustwaking its way into the countryside greatly harimgeand
affecting farm work. The local schools, which hagkb closed were recently re-opened and the atteadaas
described as ‘pretty good’. The Constitution repdrthat the death rate for the past six weeks kad twithout
precedence’ but added that this was not all dubdanfluenza, as many old and infirm people in tinen and
neighbourhood passed away and only about one dbzaths were due to the epidemic. By the end of Marc
1919, the influenza epidemic was the direct cafid® 867 deaths in Irelarid From the vital death records | was
also able to work out that the two ladies who bidugp my grandfather were, in fact, his aunt Evedyrd
grandmother Ann Jane Forrest and when he returpedthe war both had died so he was effectivelpalo

TRACING ANCESTORS IN THE PARISH OF BALTEAGH

The oral history indicated that our direct ancestaad resided in the townland of Edenmore in Bgligzarish at
the time of the Famine. Researching ancestorsipahish of Balteagh is far from easy, as no chrggisters are
extant for any denomination in the period befongl giegistration. It was, therefore necessary tlisgt a wide

range of sources in order to build up a picturtheffamily in the period before civil registratiofill of the extant
church records for the Roe valley and indeed th@emhorth Derry area where examined. The fruitshas

research amounted to some sixty-three Forrestdmptpre-civil registration [1864], found in elevdifferent

church registers, all for the north of the courthe earliest dating to 1807 in Christchurch, LindwaOnly

thirteen Forrest marriage entries were uncovereithenperiod before civil registration [1845] foumrdonly six

different registers; the earliest dated to 170Batlykelly Presbyterian Church. | also made a systiic search of
the civil birth, marriage and death registers fa parish of Balteagh in order to construct a faitnée.

FAMILY OF GEORGE FORREST SEN. OF BALTEAGH PARISH

George Forrest's marriage certificate of 1866 rlngbdhat he was the son of George Forrest Sen. ttawe
George Forrest, senior, proved to be somewhat @flasive character and | could find little tracehah in the
local records, as he was born, married and diesrdéhe onset of civil registration. He was destibariously
as a bleacher or labourer on the marriage cetéficaf his children but he was not listed in theffiér's
Valuation of 1858 and | had difficulty working owthere our family resided in 1858. In the absencéoohal
census returns a very useful ‘census substitute’thva Old Age Pension claim forms and from thesad able to
glean vital records that | could not have foundveimgre else. In short, everything | know about Gedrgrrest
Sen. came from either the marriage certificate®ldrAge Pension Claims of his children.

CIVIL MARRIAGE RECORDS

Civil marriage certificates identified three of Gge Forrest Sen.’s childrenlames, Mary Ann, and John

James Forrestborn ¢.1831 married Mary Jane Walker [daughtelobin] in 1853 and had issue Thomas c. 1858,
James c. 1859 (married Elizabeth Patton, 1877 5anah Ann (married James Martin, 1879)

Mary Ann Forrest born c. 1835 married the ploughman Robert PatitasH{son of John] in 1856 and had issue
Susan 1858, Ann 1860, Margaret Jane 1863, Annig,1déry Georgina 1867, Elizabeth 1870, Jane Md&in2
(married James G Hill 1894 Manhattan, New York) &abert James 1875 [the Hillas family appear toehav
emigrated some time before 1894].

John Forrest born ¢.1840 marriefirstly Elizabeth Smirl [daughter of William and Rose Sininl 1857 and had
issue Mary 1858 (married Thomas Moore, 1879), Wfilli 1860 (married firstly Matilda Mackey 1882 and
secondly Matilda Guy, 1901), Safat862 (married Francis Mulgrew, 1888), Annie 188shn 1866 (died 1867),
John 1868 (married Rebecca Browne 1892) Eliza J&8¥), James 1873 (married Elizabeth Logan 1901,
Scotland) and Martha 1878:

! ‘Mortality from influenza in Ireland’ by Sir Willimm J Thompson M.D, Registrar General in ‘Journathef Statistical and Social Inquiry
Society of Ireland Journal, 1919, ps. 1-14.

2 The Largy Ploughman Poet and the Roe Valley poet:

Sarah Forrest, who married Francis Mulgrew in 1888 a son James Mulgrew who married Teresa Comnsister of Sam Connor, the
‘Largy Ploughman poet’. Joseph Mulgrew [1920-198&}pwn as the ‘Roe valley poet’ was a son of Jaare$ Teresa Mulgrew, and
therefore a nephew of the Largy ploughman poet [§be Vale of the Roe; Poems of Samuel Connor, gvaPloughman poet’ and his
nephew Joseph Mulgrew, ‘Roe Valley poet’, by CaBlgorge, 1990, Limavady].
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John Forrest marriegecondly Margaret Rentoul formerly McCauley [daughter ofo@g McCauley and Sally
Sharkey] in 1880 and had issue Margaret 1881, @edB883 (married firstly Ellen Miller, 1920 and sedty
Minnie Boyd, nee Mclintyre, 1923), Henry 1885 andliee1887 (married Euphemia C. Taylor, 1933).

OLD AGE PENSION RECORDS

Old Age Pensions were first introduced into Irelamd 909 to provide relief for those aged severdgrg or older
but those eligible for the pension who were borfotgethe onset of civil registration had to provigeof of age
to qualify. Claimants could ask for a search of éaely census returns, which were held in the euRBcord
Office in Dublin at that time [usually the 1841 ab@51 returns] using the appropriate claim fornthaiigh the
original census returns were destroyed in 1922 ynafuithe pension claim forms have survived andaacsseful
substitute [T/550]. A less well known but valuablaurce is theExtract from Parish register’ claim forms for
members of the [former] Established Church, thiatnsdd members of the Church of Ireland [or thosesténed
in a parish church], to ask for a search of theuvaaht parish registers that were held in the P&.@at time.
Under the Public Records Act 1867, an amendmerit8@b and the Parochial Records Act 1876, Church of
Ireland parish registers of marriages prior to 1848 of baptisms and burials prior to 1871 werdaded to be
public records. The great majority of the parispisters were destroyed in 1922 but the ‘parishagxtrclaim
forms seem to have survived intact and have beenofitined by the National Archives of Ireland anck &
useful substitute for the burnt archives [NAI: MFGS1-6].

In November 1913, a Margaret Forrest made a perckidm stating that her parents were George F{s3tand
Ann Forest,nee McColumb and asked for a search of the 1841/51 censusebokbr Terrydremond and
Edenmore in the parish of Balteagh [T/550/25]. Aided note also suggested searching Irish GreeetStre
Limavady in the 1851 returns but the search praveghative. On 8 January 1917, Margaret Eliza Fomest
residing in the Waterside, Londonderry, asked feearch of the Balteagh parish registers held énRHR.O in
Dublin stating on her claim form that she was hiora846. The parish registers of Balteagh [2-48Bjrrick [2-
177] and Bovevagh [2-74B] were all searched bubaptismal entry was forthcoming for Margaret. Hoagv
additional family information was extracted fronetBalteagh register and transcribed at the bottbtheoclaim
form [MFGS 55/2] revealing that George and Ann Estihad issue George Forest [sic] in 1839 in Baltygnd
Robert Forrest in 1842 in Terrydremond, Balteagtlo® is a copy of the claim form for Margaret E fést.

Extract from parish register claim form for Margare t Eliza Forrest [NAI MFGS 55/2]
M G5 85[2
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Here was documentary proof that my great, greatdjagher George Forrest, junior was christened [aassume
born] in 1839, the year of the ‘Big Wind’' and theAX® form also revealed the names of two additieitaings,
ROBERT [1842] andMARGARET ELIZA [1846]. All were children of George Forrest and hife Ann nee
McColumb. The returns also indicate that before impinto Limavady our family had variously residedhe
townlands of Ballyquin, Terrydremond and Edenmdtet the family moved between townlands in Balteagh
parish suggests that George Forrest, senior wasuakfarm labourer. Using the vital and O.A.P rdsd was
able to construct a fairly complete family treewshng that George and Ann Forrest had at leasttslgren [4
males/2 females].

Descendants of George Forrest

George Ann
Forrest {  McColumb
- 1868

James Mary Jane MaryAnn RobertPatton George Ann Jane Elizabeth John Margaret Robert MargaretEliza
Forrest Walker Forrest FH Hillas Forrest Mullan Smyrl = Forrest < McCauley Forrest Forrest
1831 - 1902 1828 - 1878 1837 - 1837 - 1839 - 1912 1846 - 1918 1836 - 1878 1840 - 1916 1841 - 1925 1842 - 1846 -

The line of descent is watertight having been pidowvethe documentary records, although the birtteslare
approximate based as they are on death or censursise

The oral tradition and the O.A.P claim form botlvggandication that our family had resided in Edenenat the
time of the Famine. Remember the old family stdrgud the Forrest relation who walked to Maghergpfatatoes
during the Great Starvation? Evidence suggestsittinady have been my great, great, great grandfdileerge
Forrest, senior. The following evidence will hekpto narrow down the dates when he made his petgtivney:

e In a letter dated 17February 1846, J.P Beresford of Learmount confitistatements by the Reverend
W. Hughes and George Fitzmaurice as to the losst ¢dast half of the potato crop in the parish of
Aghanloo and describing the situation in the negghiimg parish of Balteagh as equally bad [NAI:
RLFC2/Z73184 LD 4pp].

e ‘Large markets of sound potatoes are in Kilrea, Maghand Magheraf€elt[T2890/15: A. Moore,
Newtown Limavady, to Capt. Kennedy, March 1846].

The evidence presented suggests that the blighsétaihto the potato crop in the Roe Valley in feeby 1846
leading to the eventual destruction of the crop asdvere shortage of potatoes in the region. Atmlater, there
was a ready supply of sound potatoes at the markéaghera. The oral tradition united with the brgtal record
suggests that our George Forrest made the evgatfiiey to Maghera, probably in the spring of 1846e
impact of the potato failure in the Roe valley ddauot be underestimated. There was a meetingrralady at
the close of 1846 in order to start a soup or bkitthen to be supported by voluntary contributifHsinter
letters]. A letter dated 17 May 1847 tells of thed failure, of fever and dysentery in the Limavadga, an extra
fever hospital being set up in Ballyclose. The wavas over by September 1850, the quality of petatt that
time being described as excellent.

George Forrest senior appears to have died soneedtiar the Famine and before 1857, as it is his/widow
Ann Forrest who was listed in the Griffith’s Valiat [1857/58] in Rathbrady Beg, Limavady. The véiom
shows that in January 1857, Ann Forrest was ragittina house belonging to Robert Boyd in Rathbrady,
Limavady numbered 48PRONI: VAL/2/B/5/22A, p. 88] By January 1858 she had moved to a house [8bjeidy
occupied by Hugh Connor, near Barlegrk [PRONI: AL/2/B/5/22A, p. 99]These two locations are shown on the
map on the next page.

It would appear that Ann Forrest and her young fahmd moved into Limavady, probably, just aftee famine,
as her son James Forrest was confirmed in Christichparish church in 1849. We cannot be sure ifhusband
was alive or dead at time of the family’s move.

The decline of the rural linen industry and blegobens, and the attraction of work prospects inaliaaly for her
growing family must have prompted the move to twrt, which was developing with the times. Mrs Hunte
wrote in a letter dated 10 September 1852, that little village is about to be lit up with gasry soohand of
rail communications arriving in October 1852; omelld travel from Carrycue to Newtown for 9 pen@egteat
convenience to a person that had no conveniendbeaf owrl. At some point in the early 1860s the family
moved to reside in Irish Green Street and Ann Bomied there in 1868.



Map showing the locations of houses [48h] and [8l} Limavady where the family of Ann Forrest lived
c.1857/58
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'PRONI: 0S/6/5/9/1

FAMILY OF JOHN FORREST OF BALTEAGH PARISH

Finding the father and siblings of George Forrest.Svas a much more difficult task. | began by iidging the
Forrest households listed in the Griffith’s Prindéauation of 1858 for the parish of Balteagh arnythg to match
them to various bits of information | had on thehs, deaths and marriages of a number of Foraesiiés that |
thought might be connected to our family.

GRIFFITH'S VALUATION OF TENEMENTS, 1857/1858

Ten Forrest households are recorded in the Roeyatlthe time of Griffith’s valuation and five thfese could be
directly connected to our Balteagh Forrest line.

[1] Ann Forrest of Rathbrady Beg, Limavady, the widow of Georgerést Sen. already mentioned above.

[2] James Forestsic] was resident in Carrick East at the timehaf 1858 Griffith’s Valuation. | am now certain
that this James was a son of George Forrest SenAan McColumb. He had married Mary Jane Walker of
Carrick East in 1853.

[3]. John Forest|[sic] listed in Terrydremond North, was, most mbly, a brother of George Forrest Sen. He
worked at the flax-scutching and corn mill operabgdJohn Boyd in Terrydremond and he was residing i
cottage on Boyd'’s farm in 1858. John Forrest hadiethElizabeth [unknown maiden name], and she died
Terrydremond on 22 January 1868 aged 74. John dtptabourer and widower died exactly one year late22
January 1869, aged 65. John and Elizabeth Forféberoydremond appear to have had one daughter lgame
Elizabeth [born ¢.1829] who married James [Jimmg[Qdrry in 1856 who became well-known in the Rodeyal
area as ‘the Blind Fiddler from Myroe.” Leslie Fest [born c.1821], who married Jane Thompson of
Terrydremond [daughter of John] in 1845 may havenbthe only son of John and Elizabeth Forrest of
Terrydremond.



[4]. Elizabeth Forest[sic] was also listed in Griffith’s Valuation inefrydremond North and died there on 16
December 1886 aged 80 giving her a birth date df806. Again, | would suggest she was the sistefobh
Forrest of Terrydremond and George Forrest, See. ddath certificate recorded that she was a seavt
spinster and the informant was given as grandsdliawtiBaird of Terrydremond [he may have been the of
John Baird and Mary Ann Thompson, the sister-in-dvw.eslie Forrest above]. It seems that in thestd@anth
century the extended family members [includingand] were viewed as close relations, thus explgirtims
anomaly.

[5]. James Forestsic] listed in Edenmore, Balteagh appears to limeen another brother of George Forrest Sen.
He was married twice, firstly c. 1825 to Mary Annc®lean of Ballymore. The family resided at first in
Ballymore and later the Largy, Tamlaght Finlagam,l svas able to locate the baptisms of their chkildin
Ballykelly Church of Ireland (MIC/1/38).

By 1846 the family had moved to the Largy, howevmsr the time of Griffith’s valuation 1857/8, Jams=nior
moved across the Roe at one point to reside imlthéamily homestead in Edenmore, probably afterbrother
George’s family had moved to Limavady.

Although the early registers for Balteagh Churchlreland were destroyed, a vaccination registeextant
amongst the parish archives and is a very usefuhwe covering the period from June 1852 to Octd8¥5. In
June 1859, Isabella Forrest, aged 17 of Edenmaseraecinated. The names of the parents were wen gbut |
knew this to be the daughter of James Forrest aady Mnn McClean christened 4 April 1841 in Ballylkel
Church of Irelandthus giving positive identification to the James Faest of Edenmore in the Griffith’'s
Valuation.

James Forrest's wife, Mary Ann McClean, died bef@B61, as that year James was re-married to Nancy
Maddigan [formerly McDaid], a widow from Terrydo@he marriage record in Balteagh Church of Ireland
revealed thahis father was John Foresf{sic], a labourer.

| am fairly certain that James Forrest was thehamobf George Forrest Seso this would make their father
John Forrest my four times great-grandfather James Forrest left Edenmore around 1874. Thdit&sf
revisions show that his house was tumbled in tbat [PRONI: VAL/12B/31/13B p. 6jand he died in Ardmore on
13 April 1878, aged 76 [giving him a birth date @fl801]; the informant was Susanna McCaula [si€], o
Ardmore.

| also discovered a sister of James Forrest threugkil death record which statesarah Forrest a spinster and
servant died in Ballyleighery, Balteagh on 1 Aj890, aged 85 [giving her a birth date of c. 18@%,informant
was grand-daughter Elizabeth Forrest.

Sarah Forrest appears to have been residing whth Borrest, [who was most likely a nephew] anddeisond
wife, Margaret Rentoul formerly McCauley. The infaant was his daughter from his first marriage, &[iane]
Forrest born 16 July 1870 and thus a grand-nieceaohh Forrest [although given as a grand-daugimehe
death certificate].

The records, therefore, suggest that some of thdreh of John Forrest [born c. 1775were JAMES, JOHN,
SARAH, ELIZABETH andGEORGE. All of these children trace positively to the ighrof Balteagh. Using the
collated family information the early putative trée outlined below The dates of birth we must tae
approximate, as they are based on recorded agmtit diven by the informant. | estimate George ésiis birth
to be ¢.1807 as he appears to have married c. 1829.

Descendants of John Forrest

John
Forrest
1775 -

Mary Ann James Nancy John Elizabeth Sarah Elizabeth George Ann
McClean — Forrest [ Maddigan Forrest FH 1794 - 1868 Forrest Forrest Forrest  McColumb
1806 - 1861 1801 - 1878 1804 - 1869 1805 - 1890 1806 - 1886 - 1868

3 Mary Ann 1826 (married Robert Young), John 1828r(ied Esther McCunn), James 1830 [died young], dlod8334, Catherine 1835
(married Robert Miller) Isabella 1841 (married fiysRobert Young and secondly Henry Hine), LesiB#2 (married Margaret Mullan, 1879)
and James 1846 (married Elizabeth Charlesworth)st wf the family emigrated to Millville, New Jeysealthough Leslie Forrest ended up in
Glasgow and had a large family.
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THE 1831 CENSUS

The 1831 Census Returns confirm that our directil§atime resided in the townland of Terrydremond rito

Balteagh. These returns, only available for Coub¢yry, are not a “proper” census. However, theylistothe

names of each head of household in a townland emdde a statistical breakdown of the numbers agmdaf

persons present in the house on the census nightiek as the religious affiliation of family menrseand
servants. In 1831 there were only eighteen Fotiesseholds in the whole of county Derry with abone

hundred persons present. The returns for Limavautly the Roe Valley revealed that there were onlyezle
Forrest households with about 60 individuals presen

1831 CensusBalteagh parish [MIC/5A/6]

Townland Head Male Female Religion
Terrydremond N. Nancy Forrest 1 1 1 Establishedr€ha Presbyterian
Terrydremond N. John Forrest 2 4 6 Established €&hur

| was able to locate my great, great, great gratidenoNancy [Ann] Forrest [nee McColumb] in the 18%nsus

in the townland of Terrydremond North, parish ofltBagh, barony of Kennaght [MIC/5A] as the head of
household with one other person present. Ann Ma@bllrorrest appears to have been a Presbyteriahend
husband George an Episcopalian. The surname Mc®dMieCollom is not common to Limavady but there
families of this surname recorded in Faughanvatk Besertoghill parishes in the early nineteenthiggnt is
possible that Ann McColumb came to Balteagh pash live-in servant to a local family.

Also resident in Terrydremond in 1831 was a Johrresg, [whom | take to be either the father or teotof
George Forrest, senior], with six persons presafhtat distinguishes our direct line in the 1831 csnwas their
affiliation to the Episcopalian faith. Unfortunatetwo early registers for Balteagh Church of Irelawere
destroyed in Dublin in 1922 [and these includedtisaps from 1808, marriages from 1818 and buriadenfr
1833], thus making the task of tracing the familgtie parish much more difficult.

TITHE APPLOTMENT, 1829

The marriage certificate of James Forrest [c.188}ld@ted 1861 gave his father as John ForrestutaboBeing a
labourer we would not expect to find him in thehEitApplotment Book of Balteagh dated 1829. Of ieger
though was a James Forrest listed in Carrick EBadteagh with a small-holding of 6a, 2r, 29p [3ezcarable]
with a tithe valuation of 12s, 5d [FIN/5A/52, p.2@arrick East is contiguous with Terrydremond ttamal.

THE REGISTRY OF DEEDS

A search of the Registry of Deeds for the parishBafiteagh uncovered two recorded deeds in 1811
[633:261:433978] and 1814 [681:71:468619] for Jafasest of Carrick [East]. The indentured deed ®f1
reveals that the original lease for a farm of 2deadn Carrick bearing date 21 February 1782 the life of
William Moody ], was demised to James Forrest for the sum of £8&ling and a yearly rent of £15, 4, 2. In
1814 he offset part of the farm to a Robert Forfaster of Carrick [no relationship given but pbbsa son].

By the time of the 1831 census, there was no recbFbrrest household in the townland of Carricktdzah
[had James Forrest died?], however both John amatyN&orrest were recorded as heads of househdidein
neighbouring townland of Terrydremond.

Above, is the signature of James Forest from asregid deed of 1811: note the spelling with a siridla
common occurrence in the older records before pglstration.

FLAX PREMIUM LISTS, 1796

The earliest recorded Forrest name in the pari8atifagh was a James Forrest listed in the Flaxr®of 1796,
claiming two spinning wheels. Could this be the salames Forrest as the James Forest in the 181184dd
deeds? If they were one and the same person, tlugldames Forrest be the patriarch of the Baltéamhest
line?
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It is entirely possible that the 1796 James Fomestthe same James Forrest who was in Carrickfiieast1811.
The names in the flax returns do seem to have lokestered according to townland and we have familia
Terrydremond names listed together including thgeRend Alexander Stewart [Minister of First Limayhd
James and Thomas Hogstin, Samuel Thompson, Jamescép Samuel Wilson, John George, Henry Murrel and
John Steen. Interestingly, James Forrest's nameaapmext to that of the Reverend Alexander Stewhr
resided in Terrydremmond. Although recorded in titiees valuation of 1826 James Forrest is notdistethe
1831 census in Carrick East which could indicate the may have had died sometime prior to thishiges
giving him a life span of say c. 1750-18307].

| am tentatively suggesting that James Forrest haag been the patriarch of the Balteagh Forrestusing a
two-fold nominal analysis. Firstly, location; JamEerrest was resident in Carrick, which is contiggido
Terrydremond-Edenmore where our direct ancestaskaown to have resided in the 1830s and 1840s.eThe
were only eleven Forrest families listed in the 1188nsus so we are talking about a small clan ofdyeneous
families. Secondly, there is a naming pattern; Gedforrest [senior] named his first son James,gparifor his
paternal grandfather. If this hypothesis is corthen there is a possibility that James Forrest tvadather of
John Forrest, labourer and grandfather of our Gebigrest, senior. However, this is merely a hypsith) which
may be proved or disproved if additional eviderscaricovered.

What we need to explain, however, is how our dilieethad become landless by the time of the 1&8kuws and
we find them employed working in the local linemlirstry or as casual labourers.

The population of the Roe valley area had growiidhgin the latter part of the ¥8century and beginning of the
19" century with consequent pressure on land. Asultrek‘impartible inheritance’, eldest sons usyaticeived
the family farm and remaining sons were encourdgedke up a trade or forced to migrate to find lEypent.
Even before the Great Famine of 1845 people wenérlg the land in great numbers. Continuing higimfaents
and falling agricultural prices put pressure omfars — rent arrears mounted alarmingly in the 1&2@51830s
resulting in many evictions. The average farm siz€ounty Derry in the 1830s was only eight aciiégs was
mainly due to subdivision of farms within familiaad also sub-letting, which was a firmly establépeactice in
Irish farming.

In 1811 James Forrest’s farm in Carrick East waa@gés but by 1826 this had been reduced to oalyé€s, and
the registered deed of 1814 suggests part of tine iad been offset to Robert Forrest in 1814 whddchave
been an elder son. Clearly, 6 acres would onlylffecent to support one family. Other possiblelisigs, George
and John Forrest were resident in TerrydremondBil .where the linen industry had been well-esthbtisand
providing an alternative source of employment.

There were two flax mills in operation in Terrydrend in the early 1830s one on the property of William
Moody, Esq, a witness to the marriage of Leslie Foest in Balteagh Church of Ireland in 1845 and perhps
‘the life’ in the deed of 1782 demised to James Fast in Carrick in 1811 and the other was in the old engine
house of a former bleach-mill and the mill-man wéiliam McCauley [O.S. Memoirs, Balteagh p. 41].

Given this hypothesis therefore, it is a possipiiitat James Forrest of Carrick East was the comanagstor of
the Balteagh Forrest line and this could take ek lome further generation. This, however, wouldvprto be the
limit of my research with regard to our ancestia¢ lin Balteagh, and taking the family back everhfer would
prove to be difficult due to the fractured natuféhe surviving records. There was, however, st outstanding
link that required further investigation — thatG@ditherine and Mary Forrest buried at the Roe Mdlvgyard.

CATHERINE AND MARY FORREST, HABERDASHERS

A search of the known directories of the periodyfffs of 1824 and Slaters of 1846], the Registripeéds, 1831
census and early valuation records for Limavad®3{1t1834: VAL/1/D/5/4] all returned a negative résu
However, | did manage to track down and locateldrdimectory dated 1839 for the town [Limavady &by]. The
so-called ‘New Directory of 1839’ is a most usefolume and here | found nine Haberdashers lisi®dpcated
on Main Street including one occupied by a KetuFeirest [page 77]. The discovery in the New Dirggto
confirmed the oral tradition with regard to the wels$ of the Forrest shop it was disappointing oofirnd
Catherine or Mary listed. What relationship thémny, was Keturah Forrest to the two Forrest ls@lie

Keturah was an unusual Christian name even indhg rineteenth century; taken from the Bible itisiebrew
name meaning ‘incense’. Was it possible that KétWfarrest was a sister-in-lawo Catherine and Mary Forrest
and that the Haberdashery was a shared family éssMThe Forrest shop was not listed in SlaterscRiry of
1846 indicating perhaps that the business had ddasexist by this date and this fits in with wive¢ already

4 It is also possible that Catherine and Mary Forweste the first cousins of the husband of Keturairést.
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know, as Catherine Forrest had died in 1843, aisdpbssible that the family gave up the Haberdasbesiness
around that time. The existence of the headstorteerRoe Mill graveyard itself indicates that the tForrest
ladies had economic independence.

Linking Catherine and Mary Forrest into the family tree

Let us return for the moment to John Forrest, ntatpre four times great-grandfather, and | estintaét he was
born ¢.1775 [his eldest son James having marrigghar 1825]. John Forrest would, therefore, be decoporary
of the two sisters, Catherine [c.1779] and Mar¢185], buried at the Roe Mill. The family lore indted that
these ‘great aunts’ were both sisters and spinstads | spent many hours trying to fit them inta &amily line

but the religious dichotomy was hard to explainCasherine and Mary Forrest were Catholic and Jatmest
was Episcopalian. In the end the solution to thablem was as simple as it was dramatic as explaiyddcal

historian Francis X McCorry. It was possible thaitd, Catherine and Mary Forrest were siblingsefytivere the
children of a mixed marriage. In this case, theamafspring would have been raised in the faithhaf father
[Episcopalian] and the female offspring in thegieln of the mother [in this case Catholic]. Appahgrthis was a
common occurrence in mixed marriages of the timgeum benevolent convention known as the Palafact
[Francis X. McCorry: Parish registers; Historicak@sures in Manuscript, Lurgan, 2004, p.17]. Suelriages
were looked on with disfavour by the Catholic Chubzit they were admitted to be canonically valids& on
the oral history it is a strong possibility thathdoForrest was the brother of Catherine and ManyesSb of

Limavady. John Forrest was my fourth great-gramafatind this would make Catherine and Mary Fomgst
four times great-grandaunts.

If we take my earlier hypothesis that James Fomest the patriarch of the Balteagh Forrest line the could
have been the father of John, Catherine and Mdris Would indicate that James Forrest’s spousebiead a
Catholic and | would date this mixed marriage te kter part of the eighteenth century, say ardufitD or so.
Intermarriage between Protestants and Catholicsalvays taken place, of course, in spite of thedeus
penalties prescribed under the penal laws but inesoases the parents, by agreement, applied thentiPe
Pact’. Had James Forrest married into a family fiBafteagh and moved into the parish thus we fimal ligted in
the flax returns of 17967 | searched diligentlythe records, poured over old deeds, church recgrdsestone
inscriptions, valuation records, wills, estate relsoin an attempt to discover some family connectimt would
take me back to the mid-eighteenth century buitavail.l had to content myself that | had reached the lirit
of my research with regard to actual named individals in my tree | was fairly certain that John Forrest was
my four times great grandfather and thassibly his father was James Forrest of Carrick townlamdhe parish
of Balteagh.

The early family tree is outlined below — | begiithvour putative antecedent James Forrest and wsugdest
that the line of descent should be considepetulativebased as it is on oral history and scraps of decuany
evidence.

Descendants of James Forrest

James
Forrest

John Catherine Mary

Forrest Forrest Forrest

1775 - 1779 - 1843 1785 - 1849

|
[ | | | |

Mary Ann James Nancy John Elizabeth Sarah Elizabeth George Ann
McClean H Forrest | Maddigan Forrest < 1794 - 1868 Forrest Forrest Forrest / McColumb
1806 - 1861 1801 - 1878 1804 - 1869 1805 - 1890 1806 - 1886 - 1868

Our direct line of descent is traced from Georgeds senior who married Ann McColumb; their soroge
Forrest married Ann Jane Mullan in 1866 and theg Isaue, ten children [and forty-six grandchildrethe
majority of whom attended Roe Mill National Schd8ICH/1343/3/1]. Almost all of the Forrest familiés
Limavady area today are descended from the lif@eoi'ge Forrest senfor

° One other Forrest line is known to be extant tootethe Roe valley descending from a William Forrfest1800-1867] of Myroe who
married Eleanor Kane [and had issue: William junidlargaret Jane, Hugh, John and James]. WillianreSbjunior married Catherine
Arbuckle in 1854 and had issue William Forrest wharried Matilda Blackburn in 1897, and they hadigsViliam who married Mary
Frances Kennedy in 1930.
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THE SEARCH FOR THE ULTIMATE FAMILY PATRIARCH

| was now certain that our ancestors were resitlirthe parish of Balteagh at the time of the 18%hsTis and
that, quite possibly, the James Forrest who weedlis) the Flax Returns of 1796, could have beerp#iriarch of
the Balteagh Forrest line. As, | mentioned, earfi@mily lore suggests that we all descend from co@mon
ancestor whom | had assumed migrated to the Réeyval Plantation times. Although | did not expsatfind
any evidence that would directly link our familyttuese earlier Forrests, | decided to look at #wersteenth and
eighteenth-century records.

SEVENTEENTH CENTURY RECORDS

Many useful sources have survived for the sevettiegemtury and give a fascinating insight into liiethe early
plantation period. The London Companies’ involvemianthe plantation scheme not only ensured thatntbw
county would bear the name of England’s capital biit also generated an enormous body of recorsksfiju
today for both the genealogist and local histoidikRe]. Twelve major companies undertook [or ratkere
coerced] into financing the plantation scheme bunwiad of other lesser companies were also ineblve
Plantation records produced by the London compamieged to be very useful together with a numbeotber
eclectic sources such as muster rolls, subsidg,rbkarth rolls, surveys, estate rentals/leasgmsi®mnsso it
possible to map family names in the seventeenth dery.

When looking for the Forrest surname in seventeeettiury records you are likely to come acrossstiraames
Forrest and Forrester. By the early seventeenttugerorrest and Forrester were two distinct suresand
although | encountered both in the seventeenthucgn¢cords for the valley of the Roe they were tndedinitely

distinct and separate families. Forrest can be lhatlEnglish and Scottish surname but the majoffitylster

Forrest families trace their origin to ScotlandHié& Surnames of Scotland’, George F. Black, New Y2846 pp.
272-273).

A thorough search of the records uncovered thresope by the surname of Forrest who settled iméve county
in the seventeenth century, all in the north of ¢banty. The three had settled on company landsehathe
Mechant-Taylors, Clothworkers and the Fishmongestates.

Forrest on the Merchant-Taylors’ estate [Macosquinmanor]

The earliest Forrest reference in county Derry lsarfiound in a seventeenth century lease for Madosganor,
€.1639-41 [T/724/1], part of the Merchant-Tayloestate. Humphrey Forrest and Thomas Darlingtoreasdd a
fifty-seven acre farm with a house that was endosihin an outer wall and a 'curtilage’ [courtyarihomas
Darlington was a Burgess of Coleraine in 1623 [B8I2.01 p. 59], and he may have resided on thegptpput
evidence suggests that Humphrey Forrest may haame e absentee landlord as he was mustered imAotri
the 4" May 1642 under the command of Sir John Clothworthg earl of Antrim [Muster roll for county Down
and part of Antrim, 1642, Linenhall Library, Belfadn the aftermath of the rebellion Colonel Clotthy helped
to relieve Coleraine with a troop of horse [T.H Nuyl‘Coleraine in bye-gone centuries’ Belfast, 691 89].

It is highly likely that Humpfrey Forrest was a &m on Clotworthy’s Antrim estate. We can only spate that

as a joint lessee of the Macosquin property thatéwer took up occupancy in county Derry. A seafcthe 1GI

for a Humphrey Forrest indicates that the name pvasalent in one area only that is Halesowen, \\stece
England where the Christian name Humphry predoreéhat the family line, from the ¥6century. Humffrey
Forrest (b. 1593) who married Elizabeth Webb on2#8 January 1618, in Halesowen may well have been our
man who moved to Ulster. In the aftermath of tHeeleon the manor was re-created in the 1650sttactnew
tenants and colonists as many of the English terfeat returned hom®.

Forrest on the Clothworkers’ estate [Dunboe]
The establishment of a strong Scottish colony ertbrth of the county [particularly in the baroniédeenaught

and Coleraine] in the early seventeenth century avassult of a planned settlement under the ausmt&Sir
Robert McClelland of Bombie, Kirkcudbrightshire, dand who became the common landlord of both the

6 No Forrest was listed in the hearth roll for Maagadbut in 1677 Walter Forrest was the curate im@s-Juxta-Bann alias Macosquin [J.B
Leslie, ‘Clergy of Derry and Raphoe’ Belfast 1999, 128-130]. The Anglican Church was an all Irelamstitution so Walter Forrest could
have had his origins anywhere in Ireland, perhapsresthe Forrest name was more prevalent at thisita either Dublin or Cork. In 1685 his
name appears amongst the forty-five clergy of timc@&se of Armagh who signed an address to King dadinen the §' of March 1684/85
[Leslie Armagh Clergy]. Forrest became the Recfdvlacosquin 25 March 1686 and the 1693 religiousey of 'the state of Derry Diocese',
lists one Gualterus fforest as the minister of alkoongregation in Macosquin of only eighty mensb/1075/5]. Mention was made of the
English colony at Macosquin being in decay. WaRerrest is listed in an early register of votersGaunty Derry, in 1697 [T/3161/1/4].
Walter Forrest died in 1716 presumably in Macosduinh no will appears to have been probated. Heltesh the Rector of the parish for
thirty years.
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Haberdashers’ estate [1616] centred on ArtikelliifBastle in Aghanloo parish and the Clothworkeestate
[1618] centred on Killowen/Articlave in Dunboe petri Thus, his estate, which stretched from Coleraight
down into the heart of the Roe valley at Limavadggcame a bridgehead for Scottish entry into théhnafrthe
county. The relative closeness to Scotland may kageuraged further migration. Families becamebiskeed in
the north of the county encouraging colonial spread

Lord John Kirkcudbright, nephew of Sir Robert, ee4nost of the estate in the aftermath of the I@&fbellion.
There was a massive influx of Scottish settlers ibtster in the 1650s, attracted by the cheap remmsd
something like a second plantation took place weat vital to the maintenance of the project. On2@i¢ August
1655, James Forrest and his spouse Catherine Shheade indenture with the third Lord KirkcudbrigBir John
McClelland of Borgue] to lease three townlands imboe parish namely Liffock, Carneety and Artidilldhe
lease was for 11 years [that is to 1666] at an aimamt of £24 sterling. Both James Forrest anavifes Catherine
Shearer were illiterate as they each made theik [T4640/15]’

That Shearer is mentioned in the records alwaylsdoymaiden name may be an indication that she t@ubenic
independence. Many Scottish women decided to Keeip ihaiden name after marriage with the idea dfinta
sure of the continuing protection of the strongancThe Forrest farm of over 200 acres was considie by
seventeenth century standards and suggests thaFboest and Shearer were from better off famitieScotland
having had the resources to lease three contigiwewrdands. In 1660, there were ten poll tax payertuffeg’
townland including eight Scots/English and twoHrighose over the age of sixteen were liable fdr tag and
the evidence suggests that the Forrest couple mgsident in Liffock in 1660 with a number of oth®cottish
settlers who may have been their sub-tenants.

An examination of the records of the McClelland/M&} family [T640/95] gives indication that the ‘Fest
estate’ had been sub-let.

Rent receipts signed by John Conyngham dhJsiuary 1663 gives the following information:

16" January 1663, John Conyngham obliges me self be oweing to &eR Maxwell for Katherine Shearer her
Alsaints rent being 35 shillings and 8térling for the half town of Luffag

‘Mor for Andrew Forgone (Forgey) for the two parts ofliiillan and his part of Liffock, £2, 16 shillings’
‘Mor for Robert Hyndman for the third part of Ardidillahe soume of 23 shillings 10d sterling’.

The evidence suggests that the Forrest couple ddmeast of their estate to sub-tenants: two pdrégtidillon to
Andrew Forgey and one part to Robert Hyndman; dialfiffock was retained by the Forrest couple antdfew
Forgey was in possession of one part. There wereenbreceipts for the townland of Carneety but avib
Murray was listed as resident there in the 1663islytroll.

In the 1662 subsidy roll James Forrest was listetiffock with personal possessions valued at £6gaying a
subsidy of £3, 4 shillings making him one of theaitléiest inhabitants in the parish [D/4146/A/14). the
Tenison Groves' hearth roll for Dunboe parish [TZJ7e is listed as James Forrast but in anotherstript
[made by Max Given] as Jas Forest [D4164/A/23].tHis point it is worth noting in that in the Givérearth
transcript that James Forest [Liffock], David MwyrrECarneety] and Andrew Forgey [Artidillon] are thsl
together, number 9, 10 and 11 on the list respalgtieflecting the fact that the townlands were tgprous
[D4164/A/23].

The Clothworkers’ estate and manor was recreate@Ddvlay 1663, and McClelland's lease was demiseziaot
William Jackson of Coleraine on 18 June 1663, &medadvowson of Dunboe was transferred to Jacksah7on
June 1664; Jackson obtained a new lease of 51 teeaus from 1 May 1669 to 1720 for a fine of £108@d an
annual rent of £100 [James S Curl, ‘Londondernnigon’ Sussex, 1986, p.381]. There ensued a ftanging
dispute between the McClelland/Maxwell and JacKsmonilies and details of a chancery bill dated 13yM&64
between the families was transcribed by Tenisorv&€r @nd included a list of 34 tenants on the Clotkers’
estate [the majority with Scottish surnames] andonander John, Lord Baron Kirkcudbright, whichlirded the
name of James Forrest [T808/11342]. Many tenarstisdot in the recreation of the estate and mosiyikhe
Forrest couple lost out on the new leases for ng that in 1665 that James Forrest was a mastenenaf the
Coleraine ship the ‘Necessity’ sailing out of thatpf Coleraine.

! There is evidence of a previous lease of theseltowls. T724/1: rental of the manor of Killowen, 98Fhomas Heslett, yeoman of Dunboe
and Rory O’Lannan, yeoman of Coleraine leased dlmlands of Artidillion, Carneety and Liffock coméng ‘duos centum et octo acras’
[208 acres] on 29/7/1839 for 21 years at £34 signtier annum. The re-release of the Clothworkessite in 1655 was a consequence of the
disruption caused by the rebellion from 1641 arrtént was substantially reduced to attract netheseto the estate.
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George Macartney [sic], merchant of Belfast writtodRichard Huishe on 14 September 1668ys he has sent 3
tons of salmon on the ‘Necessity’ of Coleraine, daufforest, master. As the other ton of salmon \&dshie sends
butter, brown paper and “clift boards" and asks $he to sell theh[Business Letters of George McCartney,
Merchant ¢.1660-1667, MIC19/1]. We have no way mdwing if James Forrest and his wife Catherine Bhea
remained in Dunboe and the fact that no Forrestlistesl in the 1740 householders’ returns for tagghm may
indicate that they had moved on or perhaps hadswej yet the surname does re-emerge in the avaed®the
end of the eighteenth century.

No Forrest is listed in either the 1740 Protestamiseholders’ survey or the 1796 flax lists for pagish of
Dunboe, however, in 1783 we find mention of a Jbséprrest in the records of the Bishop of Briste&ate at
Downhill [Hervey Bruce papers]. Joseph Forrest Modher O’'Docherty agreed to ci00 of turf for the use of
Downhill castle [D2798/2/25]. This is perhaps the same JosepheBbmwho resided in the Waterside area of
Coleraine [Killowen] in 1812. A surviving applotniefor the Waterside listing 184 residents has RaEbeest
[171] paying 8d and Joseph Forest [172] payind.2sh

Forrest on the Fishmongers’ estate [manor of Walwdah, Ballykelly]

A detailed examination of the early Plantation rdsosuggested that our Forrest patriarch had nmoedo the
Roe valley in the early plantation [that is beftime 1641 rising], which is significant as there egsmall English
colonies in both Ballykelly and Newtownlimavady iine early seventeenth century. The English coloag w
decimated after the rebellion of 1641 many colanlsft for England never to return. A significanflux of
Scottish settlers came into the Roe valley during period of the Protectorate and this wave of ecdo
migrants was vital to the maintenance of the ptioria A close examination of the hearth rolls iR®NI for
1663 [T307A] led me to conclude that a John Foteatited in Drummond, Tamlaght Finlagan was maéstyia
Forrest [although Forret is also a known and distdurname that originated in Fifeshire, c.f. Bladurnames of
Scotland, p. 274]. A second transcript of the leeeturns for the parish confirmed John Forreddinmmond
[Derry Standard May 1908]. A Thomas Forrest wassadent of Drummond in 1740 [Householders’ sunszy]
there was continuity in location and family naméthaugh John Forrest settled on the Fishmongetates have
seen nothing whatever, in the records to connectaimily with English origins. The family appeansavery way
to have been of Scottish origin.

Forrest in the Subsidy Rolls [1662]

During the course of my research, | discovered lssidy roll for the parish of Tamlaght Finlagan dht662
[T716/15]. Subsidy was a direct tax imposed on ergpor land [threshold value of £1] and possesggmods
[threshold £3] and the rolls list the nobility, dg and laity that paid grant-aid to the King. Asesult they are
much less comprehensive than the hearth tax rolte ghey list only the wealthier classes but theyain
valuable, nonetheless. Jo(hn) Forrest was list&thwmneymullan paying a tax of £1, 12 shillings a@wods valued
at £3 sterling. Evidence suggests that John Fdnegbtesided in Tawnymullan upon his arrival in Rae valley
until 1662 and then in the following year movedCimummond. Both townlands were part of the Fishmosige
estate. That John Forrest was listed in the subsitlindicates that he was reasonably well off.

Were John and James Forrest related?

John Forrest of Drummond, Ballykelly and James ésrof Liffock, Dunboe appear in the north of cquberry
simultaneously and given that the name is relativ@te then their close proximity could be sigrdfit. Both are
listed in the respective subsidy and hearth mooky for their parishes. They were of similar eamiostatus, of
Scottish origin and resided only twelve miles ajpArticlave is a mere ten miles from Limavady vieetSconce
Road and Windyhill Road along the B201]. The weightevidence suggests consanguinity and it was also
common for family groups to migrate from Scotlandreland.

John Forrest of Drummond was a neighbour to Joheai®h of Drumraighland in the hearth returns. A John
Sherra [sic] was in Dunboe parish in 1686 [T1075/8is possible that a small family of Forrestsl é8hearers
came to north Derry as a collective group. Brovatest of the plantation thaftom surviving records and from
similar traditions elsewhere it would appear thatich of the actual carrying-out of settlements bgtSin the

8 Note: There were two related Forrest families riegidn Articlave, Dunboe in the 1831 census heawsgectively by John Forrest junior
and senior [are these families descended from J&oresst of Dunboe, 1663 or are a branch of thelyaoniginally from the Roe valley?].

9 There is evidence that this surname became Shematt later written records. In all the local oetts from the 17 and 18 centuries
Shearer is the form commonly used. Variations itelGherrar, Sherra, Sherrer, Sherer, Sheerar,rSBéeror, Sherrid, Sheirer, Shirer all in
our small area of the Roe valley. See Familia va@imumber 3, 1987, pps 97-98, 100, ‘Some UlstetsSend their origins in Scotland’ by
John A Oliver.
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north during the seventeenth century was a co-dpereeffort by members of family grouds. Brown,
‘Plantation to Partition’, ed. Peter Roebuck, Bgtfd 981].

Did John Forrest settle first in Dunboe and thetraeted by cheaper rents move further inland to the
Fishmongers’ estate? Poaching tenants from adjezstates appears to have been a common practite in
period, especially in the immediate aftermath @& tbbellion when tenants were in short supf@gme of the
British tenants were beginning to be a little betiequainted with the country, discovered that theyld obtain
cheaper land on portions of other companies. Treetme of one landlord drawing tenants from anotheis
probably a common hazard. To inveigle the inhaltitasf a neighbours lands to cross a boundary proaed
irresistible temptation when the alternative wap&rsuade settlers to cross the Irish sea and plyssiven to pay
their passage[M. Percival Maxwell, ‘The Scottish Migration tblster in the reign of James I', Belfast, 1990,
p178].

There were very close ties between Dunboe paridittenRoe valley. An examination of the hearth nyarodis
[1663] for the parishes that made up McClellandtate reveal that there were many families of thmes
surname, more than likely related, living on botle@elland’s Haberdashers’ and Clothworkers’ lantisese
strong family bonds and kinship ties that werelg@isthed and forged in the early plantation periodtmued into
the early eighteenth century in the contiguousspas that made up McClelland’'s Londonderry estaeep
rooted familial bonds endured well into the Geanggeriod and kinship and economic ties were maiethi
Proven examples of kinship ties between Dunboethadroe valley include Morrel of Balteagh and Dusbo
Oliver of Dunboe and Limavad and Hillhouse of Dunboe and Aghantbo

There may have been specific reasons why John stacegne to settle on the Fishmongers’ estate aisd th
required a detailed examination of the Fishmongarshive in London in order to identify the majeaseholders
on the estate in the post-rebellion period [my Ksaio Raya McGeorge, Archivist/Librarian for thesliinongers’
company in London for her help in this regard].

LONDON COMPANY RECORDS [THE FISHMONGERS]

The Fishmongers’ company had offset their estateddighest bidder in the early plantation peritmhn Forrest
came to be in the area while the Fishmongers’ estats still vested with the heirs of James Higgins
Christopher Freeman; albeit they were in the pcaéglefaulting due to arrears of rents. John Boras listed

in the 1662 subsidy rolls in Tamneymullan/Nedd aiellandlord was Elizabeth Holland, the followingay he
was in Drummond and landlord was Nicholas Lanepdns some time researching the background of both
Elizabeth Holland and Nicholas Lane including amaraination of the Fishmonger company minutes from th
period 1647-1664 [Transcribed Company Minutes ledtitRecords of the worshipful company of Fishmasge
Volume 1V, 1647-1664, in Fishmongers’ Hall, London]

Freeman/Holland/Forrester

Christopher Freeman junior had inherited two-thinflthe manor of Walworth from his father. Afteethebellion
he took refuge in Derry city but died and was bdiri8 May 1642. His wife Elizabeth survived him amai
married [Captain] William Holland sometime before 1648 as in the Fishmongers’ miniittere is mention ofa’
lease made thereof by this Company to Christopheerhan, deceased, one William Holland, gentlemawink
married the Relict of Christopher, sonne of theldahristopher this Companies Lessee, decéaffenl 117-118
in transcribed version; Court of Assistants 17 Apéi48 p.69].

Captain William Holland died sometime before 1656Edizabeth Holland married Cornet Clement Forester
Ballykelly on 22 October 1656 in Templemore patsturch in Derry> As Clement Forester was a Cornet there

10 See article in Familia volume 2 number 3, pps 98{l®87], ‘Some Ulster-Scots and their origin irof&nd’, by Dr John Andrew Oliver.
1 See my article on this CD of the Hillhouse famifyAghanloo/Dunboe and Irvine.

12 Captain William Holland’s only son Richard Hollamidowned in the Faughan River. One consequencei®trigedy was that Captain
Holland's only daughter, Elizabeth (she marriednJAkh in 1668) inherited the Holland propertiesjahihbecame the Ashbrook estate [TH
Mullin, Coleraine in by-gone centuries, ibid, p.111

13 ‘The banns between Cornet Clement Forester andesssilizabeth Holland, of Ballykelly, in the parishTamlaght Finlagan, were thrice
published before the congregation of the aforeparish by John Williams, Registrar of that pariah by the said registers certificate now in
the custody of John Hanford Esq., (Mayor of L'Dgrappears'. The marriage of Cornet Clement Fareste mistress Elizabeth Holland was
solemnized before John Hanford, Mayor of L'Deriyr (Thomas Cole, John Leverett and others beingeptgsat Londonderry this 22nd of

October, 1656'
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could have been a military connection with Capiafiliam Holland. A search of the IGI database régdahat
Clement Forrester was a Londoner and the son ofll@aiV Forrester, Clement Forester christened' Dctober
1621 in Saint Kathereine by the Tower, London, &mngjison of William Forester.

Although Clement Forrester was a commissioned effie was not a wealthy man but his wife had ineérhe
Fishmongers’ lease. In the Civil Survey of 1654 slas listed as a major landlord with ¢.760 acrée ®as
described as an English Protestant. The minuteé®eskEmber 20 1658 record$d this court came Colonel
Lawrence Bromfield, who has lately returned froeldnd, and brought a survey of this Company’s lamdisch
was now openly read. He further informed the Calat two third parts of the manor of Walworth, $ed to
Christopher Freeman, deceased, which is now irptiesession of ordr. Forrester, who married the widow of
the said Christopher Freeman, who is “butaofnean condicon” and as he conceives not able to pay the arrears
of rent, and intends, as he hears, to yield up ggsisns of the lands in May next. If the Compatends to take
any course for recovering what may be “gotten” frénem for the arrears, he thinks the same shoulddre
speedily, and he offered to write to dvle Brasier, a gentleman near thereto, who would deal effdigtdiar this
Company therein.. [pp 997-9 of the transcription Court of Assistar@d®=cember 1658 (pp 709, 800) page 710
to 799 omitted in pagination].

Clement Forester died in 1658 and his estate detlatestate on 19of June; the creditor for his estate was
William Jackson, probably of the Coleraine Jacks¢ng90/1A-H], but news of his death may not hagached
London by December 1658. It was Eliza ForrestdiageHolland formerly Freeman] who was named inAloes

of Settlement granted under Charles Il ¢. 1661-1f&B#arte, ‘Irish landed Gentry’, Dublin, 1887 p54]. A
William Forrester was a resident of Ballykelly met1663 hearth rolls [Samuel Martin 'Historical &lmgs from
County Derry, p. 14]. This was possibly a brothie€lement Forester or perhaps his father.

Clement Forester had links with Coleraine as hiditor was William Jackson who would take over the
McClelland/Maxwell lease on the Clothworkers’ compaproviding one possible connection between the
Clothworkers’ and Fishmongers’ estates. But pertia@&ey player in this respect was Paul Brasier.

Paul Brasier

In 1658 Paul Brasier was mentioned in the minugea eeceiver of the rents for the Fishmongers'testhis is
probably the Paul Brasier who was High Collectosubsidies and who in 1665 was confirmed in pogsess
certain lands forfeited in the 1641 rebellion. Beagmerged as a prominent figure in the restangtieriod as he
managed to secure 5,355 acres, all of which heirehy the purchase of debentures from Cromwedidiers.
Brasier made a rapid rise up the social and ecantadder. Paul Brasier married Sarah, daughterristram
Beresford, [and on her husband’s death she rerddedievard Carey]. Brasier’s father-in-law TristrarerBsford
managed to almost triple the size of his estatth@nrestoration period [to 14,526 acres] and he gl a
knighthood. It was the Beresfords who would wrestlentrol of the Fishmongers’ estate from the
Freeman/Higgins descendants.

The Brasier family was prominent in Coleraine ie teventeenth century and Paul Brasier was undiiybte
connected to the Coleraine family [he may have lzesan of Paul Brasier, the Mayor of Coleraine, 8168t in
the 1659 census was listed as a gentleman ‘titalagsident in Muff [Eglinton], Faughanvale pariigether
with John Kilner, Esqg. In the 1663 hearth returmasier was listed as a resident of Monnaboy, Faugie. As
receiver of the rents for the Fishmongers he waeeldainly have some influence on the placing of nemants
from the Coleraine estates. Brasier was appoirgedraceiver to collect rent from those in arr@ak59. A note
of 28 Feb 1658/9 statethat Mr Brasier do receive this company’s rent dibe £' November last from the said
Nicholas Lang On 25 Sept 1660 Paul Brasier was described @sGbmpany’s agent'® so he was a man of
considerable influence. It is entirely possiblet tAeasier enticed better tenants from the Coleranea to settle on
the Fishmongers’ estate. In 1663 John Forrest wioallith Drummond under Nicholas Lane.

Nicholas Lane

The Civil Survey of 1654 shows Nicholas Lane, édesst of Ballykelly in 1663 [with two hearths] dsetlandlord

of Drummond townland. Lane was a significant leatdir on the Fishmongers’ estate and his estaleded the
townlands of Ballykeen and Drummond, plus half afligelly [Civil Survey of 1654]. In 1658 Nicholdsane

was in possession of one third of the manor of @ethwas he had married Jane the widow of JamesoHgg
[junior] and was involved with James Askew who tradrried one of the daughters of James Higgons. The
minutes of 5 June 1660 suggested a problem onstlageewith various parties disturbing tenants anrttanor:

14 Brasier was deceased by 1681 when his son KilnasiBr, a minor, was involved in a dispute with Dgimp O’Mullan over the townland
of Cloghan, Balteagh [T808/11353].
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‘neither Mr. Henry Finch, named in [Lane’s] letteomhis wife, nor Mr. Askew nor any other person tsbaver,
have any authority form this Company to intermeddta any of their lands or to disturb any of th@nants|[p.
1114 of the transcription Court of Assistants Heldhe Garden House in Lime Street 5 June 16606h.8@ne
would have little trouble enticing John Forrestntove to Drummond as the land was of superior gualitd
fertility and closer to the village of Ballykelly.

Paul Brasier also had dealings with Nicholas Lartee Fishmonger minutes dated 27 May 1662 stated' @ha
letter be written to Mr Nicholas Lane in Ireland aeknowledge him to be this company’s tenant ferands in
his occupation (leased to James Higgons deceasedje- first paying Mr Brasier the rent reserved ttos
company by the leaseSoon, however, the Beresfords would get confirthe Fishmongers’ estate. The minutes
of 1 February 1663/4 stated thadr' Brasier shall be desired to publish openly ir tthurch of the Manor of
Walworth the time for letting the leases, as sosmmay be, so that all whom it may concern may metiee
thereof. There ensued a bidding auction for the mandvafworth. The Fishmongers decided to lease theeesta
to Randal Beresford Esq, afterwards baronet, foreaof £1125, and for the term of 41 years at £2€#rly rent
from 1% May 1665 [T808/11309].

We have no way of knowing if John Forrest settliest in Dunboe or came directly to the Roe vallegni
Scotland but there were individuals like Forrestrasier and Lane who had influence with the Loretsh
plantations and could have enticed tenants to iekewitch between estates. Family tradition wamgtthat we
descend from one common progenitor who had setltes# to Limavady anbwas certain that John Forrest of
Drummond was the family patriarch. The descendants of John Forrest of Drummond waplokar in the
standard ‘census substitutes’ for the eighteenttucg.

EIGHTEENTH CENTURY RECORDS [The Roe Valley]

Forrest families would become established in tlustiguous parishes in the 1&entury, namelyramlaght
Finlagan, Bovevagh and BalteaghThe 1740 Protestant Householders' survey recof®mmas Forrest in
Drummond, Tamlaght Finlagan and John Forrest irri€kar Bovevagh, [west of the river Roe]. The 1766
religious returns notes John and James Forrest arricR [Bovevagh] and William Forrest in
Drumadreen/Mulkeeragh in Bovevagh. The 1796 Fléxrns lists Thomas and William Forrest in Bovevagial
James Forrest in Balteagh. The records suggesththamain stem of the family remained in Drummontldhe
mid-18" century but would later move in a south-easteiteation and only a few miles to the highlands of
Dromore-Magheramore not far from Ballykelly. An lgaoranch of the family was also established in flagish

of Bovevagh represented by a John Forrest in Gairrit 740, [the primogenitor of the Bovevagh Farlese?].

FORREST LOCATION MAP IN THE ROE VALLEY [pre-Famine]
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Here | intend to outline the development of the Tadaght Finlagan and the Bovevagh families, two Forrst
streams, in anticipation of being able to make a mitive link to our Balteagh line.

FORREST IN TAMLAGHT FINLAGAN [BALLYKELLY] PARISH

An early register of baptisms [1699-1710] and naayes [1600-1740] is extant for Ballykelly PresbigerChurch
and | consulted the original in the Presbyteriastétical Society, Belfast. Four Forrest marriagesearecorded
[but no baptisms] so the family had survived thasgitudes of the Williamite Wars.

Marriage proclamations, Ballykelly Presbyterian @) 1699-1740 (Presbyterian Historical Society).

Tho: Forest & Barbara Snodgrass both gave in thamaes to be proclaimed in order to marriage Febly
1706/7 & were married March 25 1707.

Wm Forest in Ballykelly & Agnes Beverland in M’Cas{Macosquin] are allowed proclaimation June 2%4.7

Matthew Forrest in Ballykelly & Margret Smith in Kaskie [Macosquin] are allowed proclaimtion Jenr 21
1720/21

Tho: Forrest & Margaret Anderson both in Ballykedre allowed proclaimation Febry17721/22

Four Forrest marriages were proclaimed in the pebietween 1706 and 1722, which may again indicate o
common line of descent. All were members of theyRally congregation and | suggest that they wdréhard
generation, possibly all grandchildren of the araisettler John Forrest.

A few observations on the Forrest marriages irBhiykelly registers

Matthew was not a name carried in any Forrestitintbe Roe valley so it possible he was an emigpariat he
may have been a Forrester. However, the Christéemes John, William and Thomas were all common ¢o th
various Forrest descendants in the Roe valleyhénl®01 census for the Roe valley ten Forrest Ihalde were
noted; five heads of household were recorded as, dnb as William and one as Thomas.

Only one Forrest household was listed in the 1%&t0rns for Tamlaght Finlagan parish [despite foorrést
marriages recorded in the Ballykelly register] adi¢ator that the householders’ survey is defedtiveome way,
as it clearly underestimates the population [it mayl be a list of hearth returns]. It is also pbksthat some of
these early Forrest families migrated to the Newl#&/as there was a known migration in 1718 from vhalley
of the Roe [and from the Connoly estate in parsicul/2825/C/11/1]. Two of the early marriages werspouses
from the parish of Macosquin, reflecting the sociatworking of the settler community even into dsely 18"
century [and perhaps indicating an earlier conoadi the Coleraine area?].

What is clear from the available evidence is thathere was a small nucleus of independent Forrest
households in the Roe valley by end of the eightatrcentury most likely all descended from one commo
ancestor and therefore related.

Research on the Drummond family was greatly aidedth® discovery of a map showing details of the
Fishmongers’ estate in 1732 [D/519/1], entitléd Correct Map of the Manor of Walworth in the Coumf
L'Derry, Survey'd for the Rt. Hon. L'd Viscount ®pe by Wm Starrat, A.D. MDCCXXXIMy attention was
immediately drawn to the townland of Tamnymullarhich | discovered was formerly part of Nedd towmlan
The map also revealed that the southern portiddrofnmond townland [south of the main Derry to Lirady
road] had been subdivided into two farms, and thees of the occupying families appear neatly ibscti-
Forest and Anderson. The Forrest farm was to bed@i the southern end of Drummond, north of Balérk and
the common bog, and east of the Anderson farm.

The 1732 map, on the next page, is very signifitsatause it indicates that the original stem farhag been
resident in Drummond continuously from 1663-1732idikionally, the 1740 Protestant householders’ syrv
shows that the occupant of the Drummond farm walsamas Forrest more than likely a grandson of tiginal
settler John Forrest.
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The Forrest Farm, Drummond 1732[PRONI: D519/1]

1740 Householders’ Returns for DrummondPresbyterian Historical Soc).

2947 William George
2948 David George
2949 Thomas Anderson
2950 William Wilson
2951 Thomas Forrest

FORREST AND ANDERSON FAMILIES OF DRUMMOND AND CULMO RE

Thomas Forrest of Drummond married Margaret AndeiisoBallykelly Presbyterian Church on'1February
1721/2. Ballykelly Presbyterian baptismal regiqte699-1710] identifies a James Anderson of the yRally
congregation having issue: Margaret [27 July 170&mes [January 1703] and Joseph [25 February 1705]
suggest that Margaret Anderson born 1701 was plyplihe spouse of Thomas Forrest and it is likelgitth
Thomas Anderson, who occupied the Drummond farfivié0 was a brother.

A focused and detailed search of the records péntato Drummond had partial success. | uncoveredaaly list

of tenants on the manor of Walworth dated 15 Felpritl687 and it was surprising that no Forrest veggstered
amongst the forty-five named tenants, however,ham Jinderson and a William Anderson were includetirau
address was includéd This perhaps indicates that Thomas Forrest mag bame into possession of part of the
Anderson farm in Drummond as part of the marriagtesnent [1720/21].

NEW LEASE OF FISHMONGERS ESTATE

The Earl of Tyrone [a Beresford] came into possessif a lease for the manor of Walworth from the
Fishmongers’ company on 24 June 1747 for 61 yeer$ifes mentioned), in consideration of the sulegrof the
previous lease of 1704 to General Frederick Hamilleceased, a fine of £6000 and an annual rent@d £
[MIC9B/11]. In 1747, the estate was re-created aed leases given out by the new landlord. With reéde
Drummond there was a significant change in tenamdlyis period with regard to the lower part of teenland.
On the 24 October 1748 the Rt. Hon Marcus Earl wbiie leased the whole of Lower Drumond [sic] te th

5 [T808/1130] Chancery Bill 13 June 1701 Sir TristrBeresford of Ballygally [Ballygawley] Co Tyrone Ispn of Sir Randal Beresford bt,
& his wife Nichollas Sophia a daughter of Hugh L@tknawly & sister & co-heir of Wm Lord Glenawly &sus] Col Frederick Hamilton
and his wife Jane Hamilton alias Beresford sistehe Plaintiff Sir Tristram.
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Incorporated Society in Dublin for promoting Enpli®rotestant Schools in IreldidThe Protestant Schools’
society became landlords for Lower Drummond coitgis4 acres English plantation measure and artiexiali
four acres of land adjoining in possession of \&iitli Patten.

It seems that the Forrest and Anderson familigsdatin the re-arrangement of the Fishmonger’atesinder the
Earl of Tyronéd’. They may of course have re-located to anotherqfatte Fishmongers’ estate but most likely
they moved to the nearby Conolly estate [later filas Forrest families came to reside in the tands of
Dromore, Magheramore and Culmore Upper. The Forfegstlies that resided in these contiguous townsand
would retain a close association with the Anderfsonily of Culmore Upper [and | suspect that theyeveelated
to the Andersons of Drummond]. The Andersons wer€ulmore at an early date. An early rent roll fioe
Manor of Limavady 1725 has a recorded transactidoly 10" received from Culmore Up[per] tenants for
inserting a life in place of David Anderson decehgegayment of £3.17,06T2825/C/11/8]. There were Forrests
and Andersons in Culmore in the 1831 census; ashdster of Forrest families also in neighbouringore and
Magheramore.

The 1766 religious census for Tamlaght Finlagaa s$atistical return only with no names listed. leéwer, | did
discover that a John Forrest was an elder of BalllylPresbyterian church in 1771 [Derry Standar@yM908]
and it is possible that he was a son of ThomaseBbend Margaret Anderson and | would place his dabirth
c.1730.

By the turn of the century it seems that descersdaiithe Drummond family had settled a few milestseeast to
the highlands at Magheramore and Dromore. A Saraestoof ‘the Highlands’ was a young communicant
Ballykelly Presbyterian Church in 1816, which sugfgea birth date of ¢. 1798-1800, so the family tnaye been
established in the Highlands [Dromore/Magheramatefhe turn of the century. David Forrest [c.17G39]
resided in the townland of Magheramore and hishieraiohn Forrest in Dromore. It is possible thaytivere the
sons of John Forrest the elder of 1771 and grasdebiThomas Forrest and his wife Margaret Andergbn
Drummond. That David Forrest named his only sonnid® may indicate this. There remained strong ties o
kinship with the Anderson family well into the nteenth century. It seems that the Andersons of Brand and
Culmore were related and both had strong ties thighForrest family of the neighbouring townland$©obmore
and Magheramore.

FORREST OF MAGHERAMORE AND DROMORE [HIGHLANDS]

The families of Dromore and Magheramore becamedandrs and as a result they were relatively easyate -

| have copious references to this family in my boteks. | believe that this family were of directdal descent
from Thomas Forrest and his wife Margaret Andersbibrummond, Ballykelly, the main stem family were
freeholders, made wills and belonged to the Presiayt congregation of Ballykelly. Both Magheramaued
Dromore were part of the Ogilby estate with its oraat Pellipar.

The key figure in this line was a David ForrestMé@gheramore, Ballykelly, [c.1765-1838], whose wilas
probated in the Prerogative Court in 1838. During 1820s we find him buying up land in both Dromang
Magheramore. He became a substantial farmer aade tincovered evidence that he was also a tithetepre a
number of receipts from 1822 and 1823 show himivatgtithes payments for the Reverend John Hafvey
the Templemoyle farm of David McClorg [T/1227/56/OJhere is also a possibility that he was agenthen
estate of Robert Ogilby, as he counter-signed abeurof leases concerning the manor of Pellipar, lendvas
described as ‘Mr Forest, farmer and agent’ in digraentary enquiry into the poorer classes in hdla
concerning the parish of Drumachose in 1835 [BRifecHion of Parochial examinations relative to Brestitute
Classes in Ireland, 1835]. In 1831 David Forrest thee head of household in Magheramore with 4niafestale
present [and 2 female servants], all were Predbyter

An examination of a number of registered deeds shoawvid Forrest of Magheramore buying up land ithbo
Dromore and Magheramore [principally from MorrispHsinters and Wilsons].

e 1818 — 22 acres in Maghrymore [726, 526, 496061]
e 1825 [January] - 22 acres and half of a flax milDromore [800,71,540006]
e 1825 [April] — 22 acres Dromore [800, 72, 540007]

16 Registry of Deeds; volume 131 p.416, memorial nun386é54; Earl of Tyrone to Protestant Schools Sgcie

1 It was noted (MS 5571, Guildhall Library, Londonskmongers Court Minute Books vol. 12, p. 3 & 8Battprior to 1820 Protestant
tenants held their holdings under sub-leases diyethe Earl of Tyrone from 1747 to 1754. Theseen®ld under the same terms of the Earl
so they expired in 1820. Hence, many of the exgstenants were direct descendants of the 174@dxkes [a John Campbell, was a tenant of
the Fishmongers in Lower Drummond in the1820s].
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e 1826 — 13, 3r, 29p Maghrymore [813, 230, 547965]
e 1826 — 22 acres in Maghrymore mortgaged from WMilielunter junior of Maghrymore [813, 300,
548035].

The deeds throw up some interesting details, naohgenants on neighbouring farms and even names of
individual fields but little by way of concrete faginformation. The two deeds of 1825 were witrezband
signed by David Anderson of Culmore. Also Davidréset’'s son, Thomas, would marry Sarah Hunter, [pbsa
daughter of William Hunter, jnr of Magheramore]. Bp33, David Forrest was listed as one of the most
prominent and progressive farmers belonging tokbeaught branch of Northwest Agricultural Socie®.$
Memoirs of Ireland, Parishes of Co. Londonderr338, Roe valley Central volume 9, Institute oflriStudies:
Q.U.B, 1991, p. 104].

David Forrest of Maghrymore, Co. Derry farmer madewill 15 May 1837 and died on 27 April 1838, thil
proved in the Prerogative Court on 27 November 18B8e effects of his estate were left in trusiasbn Forrest
of Dromore [his brothéf] and Thomas ForreStof Magheramore, the inventory of the will amougtio £350-3-
10. The testator left legacies of £50 to daughteals and £30 to daughter Letitia [NAI: 1WR/183846pb The
value of David Forrest's estate was modest amogntrE369 sterling but evidence suggests that DBgidest
had offset much of his property before his deatte Dromore lands [purchased by David Forrest] apieehave
come into the possession of James Forrest [c.1886}1who was probably his nephew and the Magheramo
farm was taken over by his son Thomas Forrestgt141889].

The Magheramore family

David Forrest of Magheramore had at least thregliteos and one son. A daughter, Marianne Forrestieda
firstly, John Ballentine, a publican from Limavadigted as an innkeeper in the 1839 New Director€atherine
Street, Limavady. Ballentine appears to have defdrk 1846, as he is not listed in Slater’s Dirgcfor that year
and his wife Marianne re-married in 1847 to Johmdiyan of Ballymore. Another daughter, Letitia Fetre
married John McClenaghan and had issue John Mcglena baptized onJine 1830, in Bovevagh Presbyterian
Church [MIC1P/229]. Extant emigrant letters for tdeClurg, Pollock and Forrest families can be foumdhe
PRONI archives and give a wonderful insight intoniig and social history in the early nineteenth toen
[T/1227]. We find that John and Letitia [Forrestg®lenaghan subsequently emigrated, as in a ledteddl6
November 1832, Ann Forrest writegou may let Mr. David Forrest know that his daughtdrs McClenaghan
desires me to mention her to her father. They aredack to Oxford, that is about fifty miles frtmis city, and |
did not hear from them singgT/1227/26]. The third daughter Sarah Forregiegrs to have been unmarried and
was listed as a communicant in 1859 in Ballykellgdbyterian Church.

Thomas Forrest [c. 1811-1889] appears to have tieennly son of David Forrest of Magheramore. Heried
Sarah Hunter and had issue two daughters [MIC/B?R8llykelly Presbyterian registers]; firstly Keal Forrest
who was baptised 25 February 1837; she married ldomg [son of Robert Long and Margaret Young of
Magheramore] in 1856 in Carluke, Lanarkshire, $owtl but died prematurely in 1861. The second daught
Sarah Forrest, who was baptised 15 March 1839, iedatine Reverend George Trimble Rea of Ballydonnely
Rasharkin [son of John Rea and Ann Trimble] in Emd Presbyterian Church, Belfast in 1866. Of cowisat

is of interest here is the occurrence of the Glarnishame Keturah, which ties this family most diéfity with the
Haberdashers shop in Limavady in 188%uspect then that the named proprietor of the shw in 1839,
Keturah Forrest was probably the mother of Thomas Brrest, and therefore, the wife of David Forrest of
Magheramore who died 1838.

We find Thomas Forrest listed as the owner of 48sam Magheramore in 1876 [Landowners of IrelaBg]this
time his daughter Sarah Forrest [who had marriedRverend George T Rea in 1866], had left fomtissions
in Surat, India with her husband on behalf of thesByterian Assembly. Sarah Forrest Rea was tgcadunts a
bright and intelligent lady who was converted dgrthe great revival of 1859 and was the authorAoBfoken
Journey’, a history of the life of Mrs Beatty, assionary to Indig® [published 1894]. Their son was the

18 | suspect that John Forrest of Dromore was theefathJames Forrest [1799-1856] listed in Dromarbath the tithes [1826] and census
[1831].

19 It is possible that this was David Forrest's sonnbb811, however, there was another Thomas in Maghere at this time. A Thomas
Forrist [sic] was listed as stipend collector faalBkelly Presbyterian Church ¢.1823 [PHS: BallykdPresbyterian registers, book 2], and a
Thomas Forrest was listed in the tithes of 1826Magheramore with a farm of 9a, 2r, Op landlord IBgi paying tithe of £1,15, ¥ [FIN
5A253/A].Thomas Forrest was also listed in Maghemamnin the 1831 census. David Forrest was alsedist the tithe book for Magheramore
with a farm of 20a, Or, 3p, paying tithe of £1,35, landlord [penciled] as Thomas Forrest. This nmajjcate that Thomas Forrest was the
brother or even the father of David Forrest.

20 Obituary of Rev George W.D Rea, BA in ‘The WitnessWwspaper, Friday 25 March, 1921, p.5.
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Reverend George Wallace Dixon Rea, Minister intF@eraine, 1909-1921. Below | include the Magheoee
family tree descended from David Forrest [Noteudpect that Keturah Forrest of the Haberdasherythesiife
of David Forrest and so include her in this tree].

Descendants of David Forrest

David Keturah
Forrest
1765 - 1838
|
[ | | |
John Marianne John Letitia John Thomas Sarah Sarah
Ballantine H Forrest | Hyndman Forrest H McClenaghan Forrest 4 Hunter Forrest
1800 - 1846 1803 - 1867 1820 - 1811 - 1889 1806 - 1881 1800 -
I_I [
[ |
David Keturah John Sara George Trimble
McClenaghan Forrest 4 Long Forrest 4 Rea
1830 - 1837 - 1861 1835 - 1839 - 1900 1837 - 1910

The funeral card of Thomas Forrest [courtesy ofriias Simpson of the Moys] marks the end of the Boliree
in Magheramore —Died on the Sabbath, the W 4pril 1889, at his residence, Magheramore, ThorRasest,
aged 78 years. His remains will be removed forrimteent in Ballykelly new burying ground, on Tuesds
inst, at 10 o’clock a.m Jacob Henry Horner subsequently purchased thieegtofarm at Magheramore [VAL
12B/31/24C p.62]

DIED,

On SABBATH, the l4th of APRIL. 1889,
ab his residence, MAGHERAMORE,

THOMAS ~ORREST,

AGED 78 YEARS,
His remnins will be vemoved for interment
- Ballykelly vew Buryineground, on Tuesday,
L6th inst., at 10 o'clock aan,

The Dromore family

James Forrest [¢.1799-1856] of Dromore, most likelgephew of David Forrest of Magheramore married c
1827, Margaret Sherrard and they had issue nine children: Sarah Jane I32dd 1830, Mary Anne 1832,
William 1835, James 1839, Margaret 1841, SamueB1B#izabeth 1846 and John 1848. In 1831 Jamegsiorr
was head of household in Dromore with 4males/2 fesnfand 2 female servants], with seven occupants
registered as Presbyterian and one as Catholic.

James Forrest was a farmer but also acted assaaaltector for Limavady Poor Law Union [P.L.U] fr1843
and his surety was a James Anderson from CulmdBf®A/1 p.175]. We find James Forrest’s death chate
the Limavady P.L.U minutes on 26 May 1856 [BG/1& 4/ 112]. His son David Forrest took over theeamiibn
of the rates until his premature death in 1860 [BBA/6 p. 95]; Samuel Forrest who had been helpisdrother
took up the job only to resign in 1864 [BG/18/A/7215] and he subsequently emigrated to Australjaih his
brothers William and John Forrest. Samuel Forrestried 7 December 1867, Isabella, daughter of Mh&id
Wright of Ipswich [Brisbane Courier: 19 Decembe61B He was a book-keeper in the employ of Messaske,
Hodgson and Co in Ipswich.

Both William and John Forrest succeeded in busiragss politics in Queensland and merit mention ia th
Australian Dictionary of Biography, [Volume 8, Melrne University press, 1981, pp. 551-552]. Theyewe
initially pastoralists but would go on to be suafasbusinessmen in Brisbane and became chairmaaradus
companies. William Forrest, who had emigrated atbdlae Ravenscraig in 1853 was appointed a life neerob
the Legislative Council of Queensland in 1883 argigaificant obituary appeared in the Brisbane @wwipon

! Possibly a daughter of James Sherrard of the Larbgre is a recorded baptism [P.H.S: Ballykelly dPseerian register, book two],
‘James Sherrard, Largy, a daughter born 2 Septerbaptized 1 October 1808, Margaret'.
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his death in 1903 [24 April 1903, p. 4]. His brathdohn Forrest of Brisbane married in 1881 Ediémé
Hanford, a grand-niece of Hamilton Hume and hadesBhilip Mclwraith Forrest [1883-1964], and Wiltia
Tyler Forrest [Obituary: Brisbane Courier, 30 Septter 1911, p. 12]. Despite their Presbyterian upgimg both
William and John Forrest were given an Anglicanidduaind were laid to rest in the Church of Englaedtion of
Toowong cemetery.

Their sister, Miss Margaret Forrest, who initiditgined to be a doctor at Edinburgh College, wasnissioned

by the Presbyterian Church as a medical missidioaihye Zenana Mission at Surat in India in 1876 epehed up

a dispensary, which was soon seeing 10,000 womemadiyp [Laurence Kirkpatrick, ‘Presbyterians inlied’ p.

85]. Known locally as ‘Missy Doctor’, Margaret Feat became the best known and perhaps best beloved
European in the city [Ten Years of Zenana Missioork\by M.C.B, 1894, Belfast, p. 14]. Margaret Fatrdied
sometime between 1894 and 189The family in the USA have Margaret Forrest's biptesented to her by her
friends at home,Miss Forrest on the eve of her departure to Indlajed 2 November 1876, Belfast, Zenana

Mission’?®

James Forrest, the last remaining son in Irelandimeed to farm the land and was a grain merchBetrf
Almanac and Directory, 1876-77]. He was employetaéss collectd for Limavady PLU in 1864 in place of his
brother Samuel [BG/18/A/7 p.220] however, Jamesdabigot into financial difficulties due to irreguities with
his collections [BG/18/A/9 p.175] but was helped by his surety and brother in law Robert Kilpditrjson of
Robert Kilpatrick and Jane Dysart of Carlaragh] wiedl married his sister Mary Ann Forrest in 1868e T
Kilpatrick family subsequently emigrated to Glouees Virginia, USA [where they can be found in th&30
census as Kirkpatrick] and were joined by their amied sister-in-law, Elizabeth Forrest. Anothestesi, Jane
Forrest who had married John McKinney of Glendetmaits residing in Kilfennan in 1887 [D/865/7]. Margt
Forrest, the mother of the Dromore family died 872 but her will was not probated until 1884 anbdssguently
the Dromore farm was sold by public auction at Tloevn Hall in Limavady at 12.00p.m on “i@ctober 1885
[NAI: LEC/149/52]. James Forrest, the last of thenfly in Ireland was acting as a ‘general agen€rafing out
of Shipquay Street, Derry in the early 1880s [D8®Mmigrated sometime after 1887, at first to Canadok a
stroke and then joined his relations in America diedl in a nursing home in Devon, Pennsylvaniar[8nhiFayan
family notes].

“James Forrest Jun. [Dm_ore]

The Griffith’s revision book lists Henry Tyler ohe Forrest farm in Dromore ¢.1888 [VAL 12B/31/24%6]%

2 Will of William Forrest of Queensland dated 22 Mart894 ‘to pay my sister Margaret Forrest, the ahsum of £100 sterling during her
life’. A codicil was inserted into the above wilhd.7 February 1897 ‘revoke the trust — containedtie payment — to my sister Margaret of
the annual sum of £100 during her life’.

= Shirley Fayan of Laurel, New Jersey is the greataggrand-daughter of James Forrest [1799-185Bf@fore through the Kilpatrick line
and provided the photograph of James Forrest, fjunio

2 BG18/A/7 p. 220 minutes dated 19/9/1864, ‘propdsgtienry Tyler, Esq that James Forrest be appdiRege Collector in the place of
Mr Samuel Forrest’. James Forrest was orderededhis collection on 6 April 1868 [BG18/A/9 p. 1&hd David Dunne was appointed as
his replacement on 1 August 1868 [ibid p. 174].

= John Forrest [1848-1911] in Australia named his ®éiliam Tyler Forrest so there may have been ailfagonnection [perhaps John
Forrest’s maternal grandmother was a Tyler?].
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The Dromore family headstone can be found in Tahil&@d Burying Ground; it is a horizontal stone thea
inscribed and can be found near the southern viv#iileoold derelict church. As most of the familyigrated there
is reference to only three family members on tmebistone:

‘Here lie the remains of James Forrest of Dromore whparted this life 18 May 1856, Aged 56 yearsp Aff
his son David Forrest who departed this life 5 Mart860 aged 28 years, Also Margaret, relict of Jame
Forrest died 9 April 1879, Aged 68 years

| have decided to include an outline descendaset foe the Tamlaght Finlagan [Ballykelly] branch tbie tree
[going back to John Forrest of the hearth roll§3]6This is highly speculative and should be regardedsaa
hypothetical template only but it is a useful meansf trying to make connections between the generatis
and a framework of reference towards further reseach:

Descendants of John Forrest

John
Forrest
1620 -

Unknown
Forrest

'_I

Thomas Margaret
Forrest = Anderson
1690 - 1701 -

I_I

John
Forrest
1730 -

John David Keturah
Forrest Forrest 4
1770 - 1838
'_I I
[ | | |
James Margaret John Marianne John Letitia John Thomas Sarah Sarah
Forrest =  Sherrard Ballantine 5 Forrest | Hyndman Forrest H McClenaghan Forrest 4 Hunter Forrest
1799 - 1856 1808 - 1879 1800 - 1846 1803 - 1867 1820 - 1811 - 1889 1806 - 1881 1800 -

Note: It is possible that there are additional getiens that may have been missed and it is pestilt Thomas
Forrest of Drummond was a great grandson of thginai patriarch rather than a grandson. | cannotethat
John Forrest the elder of Ballykelly Presbyterimd 771 was the father of David and John Forrestelver, given
location, status and dates it is possible. | aégsdise that it is speculation to place this Johnmdab as the son of
Thomas and Margaret Anderson Forrest. As alreadytiomeed | postulate this scenario as the best plessi
hypothesis or template from which to pursue furttesearch to validate the hypothesis or underntirtdoiwever
the line of descent from David Forrest [c.1770-]888Magheramore and John Forrest of Dromore ha&s be
proven in the documentary records.

FORREST IN BOVEVAGH PARISH

By 1740 we find a second branch of the family dihbd in the townland of Carrick in the parishBafvevagh
[and they appear to have been tenants or labosodisere was less documentary trace]. Bovevagktpariwell
served by several useful genealogical records 1T4@ householders’ survey, 1766 religious retut@96 flax
lists, 1826 tithes, 1831 census and 1857/8 Griffithluation. The earliest of the name recordedairri€k was the
John Forrest that we find in the 1740 householdturns, perhaps, a younger son who broke away from
Drummond to find employment? In the 1766 religisusvey we find three Forrest households in theshaof
Bovevagh, all recorded as Protestants of the ChafcBcotland i.e. Presbyterians. In 1766, Jamesaaddhn
Forest were resident in the townland of Carrickstvaf the Roe and William Forrest in Drumadrean/éeragh,
east of the Roe.

What we note is the gradual internal migrationashilies towards the river Roe with the expansiomheflinen
industry along the river and subsequent employneppbrtunities. As the population grew rapidly thevas
constant pressure on the land, and younger soresfarmed to migrate to land that was being recldinas in the
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case of the Carrick and the Largy with the cleaganfcscrubby woodland. Also, along the Roe valtey linen
economy was expanding with prominent local familreslved, such as Alexander, Moody, McCausland|iyg
and Smith. The Smiths of Tamlaght and Limavady wesponsible for developing bleaching in Carricknveo
from the lead mill that started at Carrick rocks.1i782 there were three bleach greens situatduisrigad mill
lead from Carrick rocks at Lower Carrick, upper rydremond and lower Terrydremond. The 1796 flaislis
reflect the importance of linen to the local ecoyaamd here were find a William Forrest [Templempyad
Thomas Forrest [perhaps Carrick West] receiving Wwheels in Bovevagh parish and James Forrest ite&gth
parish [Terrydremond or Carrick East].

Templemoyle, Bovevagh and McClurg relations

Joseph McClarrog [sic], listed in Templemoyle ir4Q7 had a son David McClurg who married Ann Pollock
[daughter of David Pollock and Hesther George]. iBacClurg was involved in an anti-tithe disturbanio
1795, which led to the death of Bryan McCloskey eéke. It later became known as a ‘United Iristsecfand
also ‘McClurg's pratie digging’] but may not haveen such at the time of the 1795 events and Trigd. arson
took place on the night of June 18-19 1795 in Laekeland, probably on the braes. The case wetrtatioand
the defendants were: David McClurg, Daniel Quiggmés Irwin, J. Douglas, Thomas Powell and William
Forrest. The Rev John Harvey [Bovevagh] and WidoeClskey were the plaintiffs. At the Derry summer
assizes Quigg and Irwin were sentenced to be wHippeough Dungiven; Douglas, Powell and Forrest pai
securities; McClurg was remanded to prison forar ynd ultimately was sent to the Court of the KarBench in
Dublin as a writ of habeus corpus in April 1796 fidmnderry Journal Tuesday 15 September, 1795 &T4).
McClurg was re-committed to the Marshalsea cowbf{dr’s jail] in August 1796 [Londonderry Journalésday
16 August, 1796 Issue 17210] so it was his wife &McClurg who was listed in the Flax returns in Beagh
parish in 1796. The documentary trial peters oteraf796 but it is known that David McClurg retutint®
Templemoyle [he died in 1836].

William Forrest leased part of Templemoyle from B&rnard on 3 December 1794 [T/1227/AB] and wasedis
in the flax returns for Bovevagh parish in 1796pob his death it seems that the farm passed tadDdeClurg,
and consisted of some 21 acres at the braes bésaeiver Roe. A William Forrest was listed in
Drumadean/Mulkeeragh in the 1766 religious retlnutst is not clear if this was the same man wiasésl a farm
in Templemoyle in 1794. William Forrest, of Templeyte [born ¢.1780], possibly a son of William okth794
lease, married late in life to Ann McClurg [daughté David McClurg and Ann Pollock] in 1829 and yhe
emigrated to Philadelphia in July 18%1 Evidence suggests that James Forrest of Terrydaker, Balteagh
[Tithes] was most likely descended from the Temjighn line?’

Carrick, Bovevagh

The last of the Carrick, Bovevagh line was Johrrésiy recorded in the tithe book in 1827 [FIN/5A/64ith a
farm of 11a, 3r, 8p paying a tithe of £1, 8d. I31&his family consisted of two males and two feraakl
Presbyterian but the family appear to have emidgratethe O.S memoirs for Bovevagh records in 183%hn
Forrest from Carrick, a Presbyterian aged 45 ertigydo New York [T/671/44] and no family was reded
there in Griffith’s valuation.

Forrest families were recorded continuously in @&rBovevagh in the 1740 householders’ survey fJoh
Forrest], 1776 religious returns [John and Jamesdtpoand the 1831 census [John Forrest]. CarBokevagh
lies directly across the river Roe from Carrick t-&s the parish of Balteagh where we have evidesfciames
Forrest residing from 1811 [registered deed] to6lBzhes]. In 1831, two households headed by otecedents
John and Nancy Forrest were recorded in the neigifgptownland of Terrydremond North. Given locatiand
naming patterns it could be suggested that oureBglt Forrest line were more than likely an off-shafothe

% TEMPLEMOYLE LETTERS [T/1227]: Ann’s brother David &Clurg and his wife Margaret [Watson] moved intaniavady to set up a
Haberdashery shop in Market Street in the late 48BBe Forrest letters also reveal a connecti@amntélexander Forrest whom we find in the
1831 census in Dungiven [for additional detailsAdexander Forrest see my article in issue two dfé Winding Roe’'magazine, 2003, pages
26-28]. Thomas Forrest, a Presbyterian from Templdes emigrated in 1833, aged twenty-five to QeehCanada [T/671/44] and married
Margaret Quinn. Robelforrest, a weaver by trade, of Bovevaghrried Margaret Newton in 1833 [PRONI T/2711/2f3Dkrry Presbyterian
Church register] and was listed Templemoyle in thesriffith’s valuation but fell upon hard times antkd in Limavady workhouse in 1869
aged 60, thus ending the Templemoyle line.

2 James Forrest married Jane [unknown maiden namdiad [OAP return]. They had issue [all birth daagproximate] John 1818 [had a
daughter Nancy born 1851 married Wilson Dougla8i2], Martha 1824, Ann 1826 [married Samuel BJalgne 1828 [married William
Thompson], William 1829, Mary Ann 1830 [married MajMorrow 1855], Margaret Jane 1831 [married Rolideir 1848], Esther 1833
[married John Quigg 1862], Robert 1834, Eliza 1§8farried John McAleese 1878]. The male Terrydoe lis extinct as the sons all
remained unmarried a common occurrence amongsbyReggn men in late nineteenth century. In thell88mes Ferrett [sic] was listed as
head of household with 5 males and 7 females présiPresbyterian].
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family in Carrick, Bovevagh. Thus, it would be pitds to trace an unbroken line back to the Johrrdsbrof
Carrick of the 1740 householders’ surffey

Other evidence, however, suggests a possible Bhkden our Forrest line and that of the Dromore-hdagmore
family given the family tradition concerning the béadashery shépin Main Street, Limavady [and they were
the only families to erect headstones in the nartecentury].

What distinguishes our direct line in the late égimth and early nineteenth centuries, however,th@snixed
marriage that resulted in a Catholic distaff lingpaar Episcopalian line. Of the eleven Forresséboalds in 1831
only three were Episcopalian, two in Terrydremond ane in Culmore Upper, Tamlaght Finlagan headed b
Martha Forrest [with three females present]. Cubmigrnot only contiguous to Dromore-Magheramore, visel
know that Andersons of Culmore were acting as \sies to deeds of David Forrest of Magheramoregiri 80s
and as surety for James Forrest of Dromore inioelab the collection of rates for Limavady P.L#J1843. It is
entirely possible that the Terrydremond Forrestilfarand the Culmore family were related given religs
affiliation but it is impossible to be certain.

The origin then of our Balteagh Forrest line rersaitebatable but we are tantalizingly close to thitht We
would have been greatly assisted if both the 18®1 1841 censuses had survived, the former beingbttee
earliest complete censuses in Europe. The redlitpurse is that | was always going to find evidehioking our
Balteagh line to both the Bovevagh and Tamlaghlagen families because there were degrees of condty
between these families.

Some of the family tradition remained unproven tlue lack of documentary evidence. It was not fbsdgio
confirm a Jackson-Forrest marriage, which obviouslgurred before civil registration, nor was | atdedentify
the family link despite extensive research of Jaskamilies of the Roe vall&} The local records continued to
suggest that the family tradition had substancmedaJackson was listed as an Ironmonger in MaigeGtr
Limavady in 1846 confirming the oral tradition [&gs Directory], and a Thomas Jackson was a witheghe
marriage of my great, great grandfather GeorgeeSbin 1866. Mrs Jackson acted as a sponsor ibapism of
Mary McGuigan [daughter of James McGuigan and Jaoreest] recorded in St. Mary's Catholic Churchn
March 1901. Mary McGuigan was my grandfather’s dsidfer and she died"4May 2001 in Clifton House
nursing home in Belfast, aged 100 years.

28 If the Terrydremond [1831] Forrest family descefrdsn the Carrick, Bovevagh branch then | suspeat éither the John or James Forrest
recorded in the 1766 religious returns was thectimatecedent of the family

2 Keturah Forrest listed as the proprietor of the étdhshers’ shop in 1839 may well have been the afif2avid Forrest [c.1770-1838] of
Magheramore. Our family tradition, of course, linBatherine and Mary Forrest with this shop andhéf oral history is true then there must
have been some direct relationship with the Maghera Forrest family. It is possible that Catheramel Mary Forrest were first cousins of
David Forrest of Maghermore, [meaning that theindas were brothers].

%0 The Jackson marriage occurred before civil redistng1845]. Perhaps a sister of George Forresbsamay have married into the Jackson
family of Limavady. It is possible, but less likelthat John Forrest [born ¢.1775] married a JackKarship ties between our direct line and
the Jacksons were noted in the records as lat@Gis 1
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Sometimes the documentary evidence remained obaadréifficult to interpret, for example in the istgrs of
Christchurch, Limavady was recorded the christenfghe children of John and Catherine Forrestalpdames
1807 [MIC 583/35 p.44], Eliza 1819 and Mary Ann 38dames Forrest’s christening is the earliestrdexbin
the Roe valley dated August 30th 1807: both thedemainame of the mother and the address are diffioul
decipher and remain unknown.

| am still unable to determine if these registechdstenings relate directly to my family line givéhat they are
recorded in a Church of Ireland located only sevmikes from the parish of Balteagh. The details @bscure due
to the fact that in only one instance is the addtegible, that is for the 1823 baptism namely hiady; and the
first christening gives the maiden name of the ragtivhich | have been unable to decipher [althatgha Mc
surname].

CONCLUSION

The importance of oral tradition in genealogy isgmlly underestimated. The smallest snippet & t@n bring
family history to life when united with the histoal record. Family folklore and the existence af tid Forrest
headstone in St. Canice’s graveyard on the RoeRaidld acted as a catalyst for my own researchointdamily
history. Indeed, my primary motivation was to toyMerify the oral history associated with the twarfest ladies
and somehow connect them in a direct way to ouilyairee. In attempting to do so, the search widkas |
found myself inexorably led to discovering deepmsts in the valley of the Roe and the story wowldneually
cover over 350 years of family history. The reskamas greatly helped by the fact that the familys waeply
rooted in the area within the parameters of theaviady-Ballykelly-Dungiven axis. The main stem of &wrrest
family was traced right back, with a pretty highycee of assurance to the mid"i&ntury.

| am now satisfied that we are all one blood familydescended from a common ancestor John Forrest of
Drummond, Ballykelly and any other conclusion wouldbe much less likely.

Bobby Forrest, junior [October 2009]

Copyright 2009 R. Forrest.
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