The Hillhouse family of Irvine, Scotland and Dunboe/Aghanloo ¢.1600-1750

The history of Limavady and the Roe valley in theventeenth century is inextricably linked to twawe
important individuals whose influence dominated tkegion in the early decades of the century. Sioritas
Phillips was an Englishman [with Welsh origins] aad Elizabethan soldier rewarded as a servitomigafaught
in the Nine Years war. Phillips received a hugeatestat the old O’Cahan stronghold at Limavady, whee
resided and in 1612 was responsible for buildingiisenlimavady about a mile from the old town. Sofoer
years later, Sir Robert McClelland of Bombie, Kiukibright became the first farmer of the Clothwoskesstate
centred on Killowen/Articlave in Dunboe parish a@ndl618 he also became the landlord of the Habbedas
portion centred on Artikelly, Aghanloo near Newtdintavady where he resided in his castle. Both menew
conscientious planters and encouraged migration fheir respective homelands.

McClelland was more successful in attracting Ssiettiolonists than Phillips the English and theeetois estate
became a bridgehead for Scots entering the courdyttas facilitated further colonial spread. Onenilgy that
came with McClelland to north Derry was the Hilllseufamily who initially resided in the parish of Thoe on
McClelland’s Clothworkers’ estate where they wergortant tenants, but the family suffered greatlyimy the
1641 rebellion. Following the native uprising thdsequent history of the family became inextricdibilyed with
the parish of Aghanloo and with Artikelly and Mowennon/Freehall in particular [on the McClellandéMell
Haberdashers’ estate].

The Aghanloo family were merchants trading inisiabut of the port of Coleraine and later Derry. As
consequence of this there was a degree of socibilitpeand merchant networking. Often nuptial bonsere
arranged over a considerable geographical distamzefamily was well connected to important Uldeemilies —
Alexander and Phillips of Limavady, Ferguson of Bildonegal and merchant families such as Lennddeufy,
Haltridge of Dromore, county Down and McCartneyBd#flfast. These families had trading links with poirt
Britain and America and as a result there were reéuwanches of the Hillhouse family establishedNiew
England, and Bristol and London in England. Somthe$e branches thrived whilst the family name dietin
Aghanloo by the mid-eighteenth century [althougbtaff lines included Alexander and McCausland].sThi
account will focus primarily on the main stem faptthat remained in county Londonderry.

There are difficulties with trying to trace a fagniin county Derry in the seventeenth and early tighth
centuries. With the absence of formal records & wecessary to utilise a wide-range of primary sexbndary
material. | undertook a detailed search of soupegtaining to the townlands and parishes wherdamily was
known to have resided and it was through thesecssuhat | occasionally uncovered additional infation on
the family. There is an obvious difficulty in makinconnections between individuals and also betwtben
different generations of the family because of gaphie records. Thus, this account is a generatvaew of the
family in the period 1600-1750 and | have not tiedbuild a family tree in any formal way.

The origin of the Hillhouse family is undoubtedlyshire in Scotland. Hillhouse is a surname of lag&gin
from one or other of the half-dozen small placethefname in Ayrshife The second home of the family is most
definitely north Derry. Abraham Hillhouse of Artilkein Aghanloo parish had two hearths in the 16&#rth
returns but at an earlier time the family can henfbin the parish of Dunbte

The earlier branch of the family in Ayrshire canttaeed to the parish of Kilmarnock in the lateeenth century
and the Irvine branch was possibly an offshoot. Whieof Johnne Hillhouss, merchant and burgeskwhe was
probated 5 May 1624 and also John Hilhous merchadtburgess of Irvine on 10 July 1645. Evidenceests
that the Artikelly family were connected to theilre branch and most probably the family enterededlihrough
Coleraine which had well established trade linksh® western Scottish seaboard. | have noted imett@ds a
very strong connection between the towns of Caherand Irvine.

HILLHOUSE IN DUNBOE PARISH

The earliest settler and the first of the name @nr{pwas Adam Hillhous of the parish of Dunboe whusll was
probated in 1638 A John Hillhouse is recorded in the parish of Damin a rent roll as early as 1640 as a tenant
of Gortycavan and part of Dunafi®unboe is a parish that is quite close to Colexaivhich was a port of entry
for many Scots into the north of the county.

! Black, ‘Surnames of Scotland’, p. 359

2 There was a Hillhouse family in north Antrim. JdHithouse was recorded with one hearth in 1666 &&91n Ballymoney town. The 1740
Protestant householders’ survey for county AntistslJohn Hillows in Rasharkin; Frans and Johndwifl in Drummaul; James and Frans
Hillows in Ahoghill.

3 Thrift's index of wills, Diocese of Derry, 1612-185p. 61
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T/724/1 Manor of Killowen, page 29.

Entry 8
De ffirma duoram townlands vocatorum, Gortacavabaivnekinge continentium ducentas acras in
terra, Johannis Hillhouse, Johannis Lumberton et ttda Galbraith per annum.

Entry 10
Fe ffiima ruins townland vocati Donallies (Dunalntum et nonaginta acras Johannis Bar, predicti
Johannnis Hillhouse et Gilberti Rosse per annum.

John Hillhouse was in joint possession a farm @frawo hundred acres in Gortycavan and a furtherhamdred
and ninety acres in Dunalis. Both townlands werethi@ parish of Dunboe and part of the Clothworkers’
estatesunder the control of the Lord Kirkcudbrighthe McCleland family. Hillhouse was a strongnfiar or
minor landlord. His wife was Jane Todd.

The plantation was put in jeopardy by the Irishetbon of 23" October 1641. Following the severe defeat at
Garvagh on 13 December 1641 [when William Cannmrgaf the Ironmongers’ agent was killed], the sestlin
Aghadowey fled to Coleraine. Houses burned in tis&rict included that of John Hillhouse, descrilzsibeing
near Sunday’'s Well in the marches of Coleraine,idenand Macosquin. Jane Todd, relict of John Hil#feoof
Gortycavan, in her deposition tells how her husbaas killed on the night of 13 December 1641.

‘Rory Duffe McCormacke and his brothers Art and EdtinMcCormacke with 30-40 men about 12 midnight
came into the house of John Hihouse at Gortecamddunboe parish, Co Derry, with a shout and cry aett
upon the house this Ex(animate) and her husbandh Jdlhouse and their six children and one William
Tannohill and their servants being there in ye leukhat upon the shout the servants fled out aadhér said
husband, William Tannohill and her maid, an Englisaman and her said children staied in the house an
defended it until they were forced to leave itdomoake, the house being sett on fyre as aforeBhat.as soon as
her husband was gone out of the house with hiscsimanis hand and the said William Tannohill anddedf and
her mayd and six children the said Rory Duffe Me@acke and his said brothers and followers with safe
their kinsmen slashed downe and murdered her sstédnd and Wm Tannohill and stript this Ex. and wedmad
her soe as they left her for dead, but afterwardsving she escaped into Coleraine together withshé maide
and children. Said Rory Duffe McCorrmack tooke gatt upon her husband’s best horse and yt he amd hi
brothers and those with him took away all their g@ovhich were not burnt

It does not appear that the countryside was entalelared of setters at this time, for John Kennedipunboe

said in his deposition that Rory Duffe McCormackl ltame to him while he was making a corn stackasked

him for a help of corn. Kennedy asked in reply Hosvcould ask corn from a Scotsman and queried iy Rad

not killed John Hillhouse [Rory lived in the nertinland to Gortycavan and kept Tristram Beresfocdtile]. In

the aftermath of the rebellion whole estates wereeteased to new tenants from Scotland. We findGB5
Gorticavan re-leased to Thomas Moffat, James Carddohn Bar, John Johnstone and Thomas Jonstounes.
William Red [1662 subsidy roll] and Johne McLellgié63 hearth returns] were resident in DunalifiniBarr
appears to have survived the rebellion and indistehe 1663 hearth returns for the parish of [ugnb

Both the Hillhouse and Tannafiikurnames resonate of Ayrshire. Tannahill is a comsurname in Ayrshire
from Tannahill near Kilmaurs. In 1547, there weswen families of the name in KilmarnotiOne Marjore
Tannochill [sic] was the wife of John Hillhouse ldfilhouse, Ayrshire. She died in 1666Adam Hillhouse of
Dunboe who died c. 1635 appears to have been theogenitor of the Dunboe family. This gives us an
interesting link to Tarbolton in Ayrshire where thés a known and recorded memorial to an Adarmhblilke of
Fail [about 10 miles from Irvine].

® A Thomas Todd was an early setter in Dunboe listele summonister court records of March 1639/80B/15130].
6T H. Mullin, ‘Aghadowey, a parish and its Linen Lstry’, Belfast, 1972, pp. .35-36 and T.H. Mulli@oleraine in by-gone centuries’, p. 80
7 T640/62 and T640/82

8 There is a Tannahill headstone in Agivey graveydEdgcted to the memory of Alexander Tannahill, EHt&illeague who departed this life
the 13 May 1796 aged 72 years; also his daughter who died 21 October 1812, aged 21 years. Likehisevife Mary Tannabhill, alias
Douglas who departed this life the 24 November 18§ 81 yeats

Black’s ‘Surnames of Scotland’, p. 762
10'_ast will and testament of Marjore Tannochgtioved in the probate court of Glasgow 16 May 1666.
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Tarbolton Graveyard Inscription, Ayr:

‘This stone is er[ected] by Adam Hillhowse, [of]iFand James Hillhowse Fmr, [of] Shaw; Mary
Paton la[w]ul spouse to Adam Hillhowse lyes in thiace; John Hillhowse son of James Hillhowsg d
21 Aug 1816 and his g’son d 12 Apr 1818 aged MedaHillhowse d. 17 June 1834 aged 79'.

John Hillhouse who was murdered during the Iridielleon on 13 December 1641 may have been a séwlan
Hillhouse of Dunboe. It is recorded in Jane Hilleeis deposition that that she and her six childoek refuge in
Coleraine in the aftermath of her husband’s de&that became of the Dunboe family is difficult tatetenine
and it may be that they resided with the Artikédynily.

HILLHOUSE OF ARTIKELLY AND FREEHALL/MONEYVENNON, AGHANLOO PARISH
Abraham Hillhouse Sen. [c. 1610-1675].

The key figure in the Aghanloo family was Abrahaiifitéuse who was recorded as a resident in Artykefith
two hearths in the hearth money returns of 1668halise was a tenant on McClelland’s Haberdastestsite.
Although Hillhouse was not listed in McClelland’suster roll of 1630/31 he was resident in the Rdkeyat the
time of the 1641 rebellion as he later gave dejpostb that effect. Given that Dunboe and Aghanmaue part of
the McClelland estate, this does suggest consaitgbetween the Hillhouses of Aghanloo and Dunboe.

During 1644, the Solemn League and Covenant wasifastered’ right across Ulster, from Ballywalten the
east coast of Down, to Ballyshannon in south Dohégdraham Hillhouse, of Ballycastl¢Aghanloo]and a
burgess of Limavady with a large number of peopté the Oath of Covenant in September 1644, ay&astle,
and there met the Scottish Ministers on their netitom Londonderry to Colerairié® It is likely that Hillhouse
took refuge in McClelland’s castle at Ballycas#ghanlooo during the rebellion. Artikelly was therhestead of
Abraham Hillhouse and his family at the time of thearth returns, 1663. He also remained a burgkss o
Limavady Corporation until 1668.

In the aftermath of the rebellion depositions wiatesn in Newtown [Limavady] on 25 August 1656 arfatgham
Hillus [sic] of Artikellie, gentleman gave evidente the panel. Evidence suggests that Abraham dtifk
collected the rents on the Haberdashers’ estateglfarmed by Tristram Beresford, as in the disphe®veen
Tristram Beresford [Plaintiff] and Sir Robert MaxWiefendant] dated 22November 1663 Abraham Hillus of
Artikelly, merchant was described asceiver of the rentdor the plaintiff.*2

Abraham Hillhouse was elected Burgess of Limavadyp6ration on 20 November 1660 and remained a
burges$’ until 1668. On the 2%June 1668, Abraham Hillhouse was fined 10 shifliby Limavady Corporation
for failing to make an appearance and ofi 88ptember 1668 was fined a further 20 shillingsifii having made
his submission. He was finally disenfranchised @' November 1668, most likely because he was a
Presbyterian. Captain Nicholas Lane was sworruegelss by the Corporation as his replacement.

The 1662 Subsidy roll for Aghanloo parish givesBabert Maxwell Kt, holding lands valued at £13,dying a
subsidy of £10, 9, 6d. Twelve others in the panmgt the £3 threshold value for goods and paid aidulof £1,
12, 0 each. The list was headed by Abraham HillaafsArtikelly. That Abraham Hillhouse of Artikellwas
listed in the subsidy rolls for Aghanloo parishli&62 was an indication that he was a citizen ofesamans and
his property had two hearths recorded in the 188&ms:* Sir Robert Maxwell inherited part of the McCleltan
Haberdashers’ estate [part of the Manor of Freehard in 1660 Abraham Hillhouse [sic] of Artikellyas the
largest tenant on the estate with an annual ref7 afterling’® Hillhouse is recorded as paying a half-year rént o
£3:15:06 on the estate of Robert Maxwell in Agharda 3¢ March 1669°

1 samuel Martin, ‘Historical Gleanings from countyrBe, pp. 137-139, and Boyle's ‘Records of Limavady. 2
12
T640/99
13 Boyle's ‘Records of Limavady’, pp. 2 and 18
1 1307/A
15
T620/2
18 16401108



Location of Artikelly, Aghanlooin relation to Limavady:

Parish of Magilligan Parish of Dunboe

Parish of Aghanloo

@lonewemon

Ballycastle

Parish of
Tamlaghtfinlagan

Parish of Drumachose

@ LIMAVADY

Little is known about Abraham Hillhouse’s wife. W® not know her maiden name but her Christian name
appears to have been Jean or Janet."©ABil 1662, in a lease of bargain and sale, Ged®uidlips [of New
Hall] transferred property in the parish of Tamlagimlagan to Abraham Hilhouse of Ardikelly, endetlswith
assignment by Jean Hilhouse to Henry ConyngHaillhouse came into possession of ‘ye [two] Largjyend
Carrymena by way of a mortgage for £200, and thaigs$tate continued to groW.

It seems that Abraham Hillhouse did well enouglbeoable to build a substantial house, which wasrgithe
name Freehall, [there is a Freehall in Dunboe paaid it is possible that the family named thesidence after
their former place of abode?]. It seems that Jollhddise [second son of Abraham Hillhouse sen.geded the
family residence and in a deed of 1717 it was dlesdras a ‘mansion house’. William Hillhouse of Nelaven,
Connecticut, a descendant of the Artikelly brangkited the old place in 1789 and gave a descriptithis
residence, at the foot of a mountain about two srfilem the village of Newton-Limavady on the ladgheent to
Artikelly, commands a fine view of Lough Foyle amdny miles arourid William Hillhouse recorded in his
diary, ‘went out on the Coleraine road till we came to tlaerow lane leading to the old mansion house. & ha
been very large, with pavements, gates, walks,agerdetc. and had once been as | was informedtifidation,
but it is now very much in ruins, and great parttteé house is fallen down. The garden had beendaidwith
mounds and walks, and we visited a mound erecté&blgham James Hillhouse upon the occasion ofdtief's

giving an entertainment to all the people of thartoy’. *°

The will of Abraham Hillhous [sic] of Ardikelly, pish of Aghanloo was probated in 16%6This would give
Abraham Hillhouse a birth date of say ¢.1610. Bathe will was transcribed by Miss Mary Lucas Hdluse of
Sachem Wood who visited the old homestead in 1882. will of Abraham Hillhouse of Artikelly was date
1675, [probated 1676]Although sick in body, yet of good, perfect anchsdomemory, praise be to Almighty God,
my heavenly Father by whose mercy and only of tasegl trust to be saved and redeemed into eterest
through the death of my Saviour and Redeemer Jesuso be buried in such charges ey dear wife Janet,
and my eldest son, Abraham Hillhouse shall think fit.” 2*

1" PRONI calendars D155/147/1-21 — originals closeih asfragile state

18 12835/C/5/1

19 Helen T Hillhouse and Laurens Petigru: ‘The HillseuFamily; South Carolina Branch,” 1959.

20 Thyif's index of wills, Diocese of Derry, 1612-185p. 61

2 Margaret P Hillhouse, ‘Historical and genealogicallections relating to the descendants of Rev .e3aftillhouse’, New York, 1924, p. 13
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Evidence from Scotland indicates that Abraham Hilbe had property in Irvine as there is a recotdetsaction
and an instrument of resignation 17 November 1675 by Abraklllhouse, merchant in Ardikillie in the county
of Londonderry, Ireland, in favour of Robert Frascmerchant burgess of Irvine, of a tenement imérv?? The
datesuggests that Abraham Hillhouse probably demiget gf his property in Irvine, Ayrshire in his willhis
indicates strongly that the Hillhouse family of Duoe and Aghanloo had their origins in the Irvineaaof
Ayrshire.

Children of Abraham Hillhouse Sen. of Artikelly
Possible children of Abraham and Janet Hillhousstan available evidence:

1. Abraham Hillhouse jun. of Artikelly [at the siegé Derry/inherited property in Tamlaght Finlagan
parish].

Female Hillhouse [married Andrew Alexander].

John Hillhouse [inherited Freehall, died 1716].

William Hillhouse [in Limavady Corporation minute®d5/resided in Derry city].

James Hillhouse of Bristol [admitted to LibertigsByistol in 1704 married firstly Hester, daughtefr
John Hollister, a linen draper of Bristol and setlgrin 1718 Mary Lennox of Londonderry. Given date
of death 1754 he may have been a grandson of Afor&tilkhouse Sen. unless of course he had lived to a
great age. He was the primogenitor of the Bristotify].

arwN

Note: | am certain that the first three childrestdd are issue of Abraham Hillhouse Sen. but |esa tertain of
William and James.

1. Abraham Hillhouse Jun.

Abraham Hillhouse junior was alive at the time & father’s will [1675] and he can also be foundtie local
records after his father’s death. The Artikellypecty and Free Hall came into possession of thenskson, John
Hillhouse but it does appear that Abraham HillhoSsn. had offset some of his property to his eldest
Abraham Hillhouse, Jun. before the will came infieet. George Phillips, by means of bargain aneé sated 3
April 1662, offset to Abraham Hillhouse of Ardikgllmerchant, property in the parish of Tamlaghtdgan?® It
also appears that Abraham Hillhouse, Jun. had dntogyossession of the townlands of ‘ye [two] Laggyand
‘Carrymena’ by way of a mortgage of £200 sterdfa@oth of these townlands were in Tamlaght Finlagarish.
The account book of James Buoy [Boyle], agent oillip$i estate in Limavady, which was subsequently
purchased by William Conolly, lists an Abraham Hilis [sic] in the period between 1684 and 1693 sorttust

refer to Abraham Hillhouse junidr.

An Abraham Hilhouse was an Irish student at Glasgoiversity in 1666° and | take this to be Abraham junior.
This suggests a birth date for Abraham Hillhouse pf c. 1646-1650. The Reverend John Graham ifireland
Preserved’ states that Abraham Hillhouse was asittge of Londonderfy and at the time of the siege of Derry
he would have been about 40-44 years old. His reggpears in the list of those under the ban of Jafwmwf
Attainder, as ‘Captain’ Abraham Hillhou8eand on 30 July 1689, King William’s provision shipelieved the
city, he was one of the subscribers to a documauressing to the Sovereign the humble thanks aatituple of
the survivors [the name of Abraham Hillhouse appématween those of Adam Downing and John Mulho]land
He was one of the Captains paid 40 pounds eachirie 1693 as remuneration for their services dutfireg
historic sieg€. This is the last recorded reference that | have\braham Hillhouse, Jun.

2. Female Hillhouse

Andrew Alexander of Ballyclose married first Jegglaughter of Thomas Phillips, Knt.] by whom he fadon
Jacob Alexander [married Margaret Oliver, only dateg of John Oliver of the Lodge, Limavady] andsedly a
daughter of the Laird of Hilles [l take this to Béraham Hillhouse] by whom he had a son, John Aldeg
ancestor of Alexanders of Milford, Portglenone, KFalt, Somerhill Kent, of the Earls of Caledon atite

2 Boyd family papers, KilmarnocklAS: GD8/871.

%3 D1550/147/1-22

24 12835/C/5/1

%5 12835/C/5/1

28 David Dobson, ‘Scots-Irish Links 1575-1725', Pawd, p. 12

2 Boyle's ‘Records of Limavady’ p.2

2 samuel Martin, ‘Historical Gleanings from Countyrbg, p. 143 and Robert Simpson ‘The Annals of D&rp. 169
29 Calendar of State papers [Domestic series: Wildard Mary], 1693 [published 1903], pp. 165-208.
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Baronets Alexandef’. Another source states that Andrew Alexander ofyBaise married the daughter of Hilles,
a landowner of the county of Londonderry and hadetsons, John, [resident in Ballyclose 1717], Tasijof
Errigal parish] and one son unknowrit appears that the family of Hillhouse of Aghamiwas directly connected
to the Alexander family and indirectly connectedhe Phillips family of Limavady through marriage.

3. John Hillhouse

John Hillhouse, second son of Abraham Hillhouse. 8drerited the Freehall estate. It was through lihie that
the Hillhouse property eventually passed by maeritgthe McCausland family and was subsumed inéo th
large estate.

A John Hillhouse, merchant was recorded in Artiela€ounty Derry and New Hall, Newtownlimavady is&yi
private tokens [in the period between 1653 and LL&#ten small coins were scare in the aftermathhef t
rebellion®” | assume that the tokens were issued by the sameHillhouse who was trading out of Limavady
and Articlave, Dunboe. Again this suggests thatiheboe and Aghanloo families were related.

Why New Hall?

It was interesting to note that John Hillhouse ésstokens out of New Hall, Limavady. As already tered
there was an indirect family connection between Hilthouse and Phillips families through marriagethe
Alexanders. New Hall was residence of Phillips fgnproprietors of a massive estate inherited fl@mThomas
Phillips, servitor and founder of the new town ahlavady c.1612. The family had resided at O'Cahaaile at
the Deer Park, old Limavady but were in Newtownhlady at the time of the hearth returns [1663]. Thew
residence was called New Hall and located at theeufpvestern] end of Main Street. The new Phillipsidence
seems to have been destroyed in 1689 by the EAritoin’s troops in their retreat from the siegeD#rry, with
much of the town. The entire settlement was relaul the Phillips residence later became known egtdivn
Lodge.

John Hillhouse was sworn as freemen of Limavadyp@mtion on 2% June 1665 for a fine of 10 shillings.
Freemen paid an annual fine to trade in the boroGyhthe 24 February 1669, the Corporation minutes noted
that, ‘John Hillhouse, Merchant, shall have free libedyend what tokens or brass pennies he hath ndwarid
and to enter into sufficient security not to vemy anore, he paying as fine for the use of the Caitpm, 40
shillings:** This is undoubtedly the John Hillhouse of New Haitld Articlave issuing tokens in the period before
1679. | am not sure if this is the same John Hillewho inherited the estate at Freehall afted#sh of his
father Abraham Hillhouse Sen. but is probable. Jdllhouse died in 1716 so it is likely that he wasn ¢.1640-
1650 and this would match the dates of the Johihddise sworn freeman in 1665.

At the time of his father’s death John Hillhousedofikelly was also in possession of the townlafi€arbullion,
Aghanloo. Letters of attorney dated April"20677, by Sir Robert Maxwell of Ballycastle, Kniglappointed
John Hamilton of Coleraingd enter and come into and upon the town land ofb@gdan in the manor of
Freemore, barony of Kenaght, County Londonderryy nacupied by John Hilhouse of Ardekeff/Hillhouse
was discharged of the deeds of mortgage for thaltowd for the sum of £200 sterling paid to Sir Rob&axwell
on 20" day of April 1677 John Hillhouse was admitted and sworn a freemdrinodvady on 24 June 1716’
and died in 1716. | will come back to the familydohn Hillhouse later in this account.

4. William Hillhouse

William Hillhouse [whom | take to be the son of Alblam Hillhouse Sen.] was sworn as freeman of Limava
Corporation on 24 June 1665 for a fine of 10 shilling! think that this William Hillhouse moved to residh
Derry [the family had property in Queen’s streethie city]. William Hillhouse, Gent was registeras a voter in
the Derry elections of 24June 1699° Despite the fact that he resided in Derry Willibfilhouse still retained a

80 Boyle's ‘Records of Limavady’ p. 14

31 ‘\Memorials of the Earl of Stirling and the houseAdéxander’, chapter 28 pp. 98-99

21h, Mullin, ‘Coleraine in bye-gone centuries’ f0@and ‘The Irish Ancestor’ Vol. X, No.1 1978, 8 5
33 Boyle's ‘Records of Limavady’, p. 13

34 Boyle's ‘Records of Limavady’, p. 21

35 NAS: RH/15/91/70

36 7640129

s7 Boyle's ‘Records of Limavady’, p. 51

38 Boyle's ‘Records of Limavady’, p. 13

39 131617174



connection to Limavady Corporation and admitted amdrn freeman of Limavady Corporation on"2#ne
1696 and on 24June 1716¢° There is also a mention of William Hillouse in #elly in 16947

Although a Presbyterian family the Hillhouse famityDerry used the Established church for burithlat is, St.
Columb’s Catherdral so there is recorded detailsoofie of the family in the registers. There is eore of a
William Hillhouse in Derry city in 1705 and in 17 Jthis may be the same man but only if he had laeerdower
and re-married].

Jane the daughter of William Hilhous and Lettiswife was buried the"sof November 1705

Ann, the wife of Mr William Hillows was buried th#" September 1712

It was possible that William Hillhouse was a bretbéJohn and Abraham jun. A William Hillhouse welected
Constable of Limavady Corporation on™@ctober 1718 but this may have been a different William. Thiasw
the last record of a Hillhouse in the Limavady Gwgtion records.

5. James Hillhouse of Bristol

James Hillhouse was born in Aghanloo and was reputhe third son of Abraham Sen. It is not knowaaly
when he moved to Bristol but he was admitted it ttiberties of the city in 1704 for he married thes.
daughter of John Hollister [by his wife Susanna $to}, a linen draper of that city and he had takenOath of
Obedience and paid 4shillings, and 6d. Hestherhblibe died some time between 1712-1717 and James
Hillhouse was remarried in May 1718 to Mary Lenfipsecond daughter of James and Elizabeth Lennox of
Londonderry city. The American family have a recafdJames Hillhouse being Mayor of Derry in 1693,
however, this is incorrect. Rather it appears tiwet family tradition refers to Colonel James Lennafx
Londonderry [second in command of the siege of loorigérry] who was Mayor of Derry in 1693 and 18%hd

M.P for Londonderry city 1703-1713. The Bristol filgnradition places James Hillhouse, the primogeméf the
family, at the siege of Londonderry, he beingé of the Commissioners to treat with Lord Mount}é James
Hillhouse died in Bristol in 1753/4 having amasaefdrtune through shipping and other commerciarests. His
date of death does suggest that he may have bgesndson rather than a son of Abraham Hillhouse 8&n
Artikelly. Of course, it is possible that he digidito be a great age — his will of 23 October 1B&8ins James
Hillhouse of the city of Bristol, merchant, beimgddvanced yeard® Two of his great grand-children Abraham
and George Hillhouse were ship-builders of the fittillhouse and Hill & Co. Bristol’, until 1845 whre the
whole concern was purchased by Charles Hill. haeompete family tree of the Bristol branch fribra initial
James Hillhouse to an Abraham Hillhouse [mayor Bl 1820°] who was residing in Lion Row, Clifton,
Bristol at the time of the 1841 cens(s.

| will now return to the county Derry family, whidk the main focus of this family account.
THE COUNTY DERRY FAMILY
John and Rachel Hillhouse

John Hillhouse the second son of Abraham HillhoBsa. inherited the Freehall estate upon the ddaltiso
father. His wife’s name was Rachel. Their son, Reverend James Hillhouse [founder of the New Emblan
branch] emigrated to America some time after thetdef his parents. He was in America by 1720 arttié year

of his arrival the young Hillhouse published a sennme had written eulogising his mother, [it wasfaced by
his friends, Increase and Cotton Mather, who smdkem, as a worthy hopeful going clergyman lately arrived in
this country’]. What is interesting is that the Reverend Jahfidhouse dedicated the pamphlet as follows:

40 Boyle's ‘Records of Limavady’, pp. 39 and 50

*L NAS: RH/15/91/60

42 Register of the Cathedral Church of St. Columbrpek703-1732, pp 29 and 100

43 Boyle's ‘Records of Limavady’, p. 52

4 She was born 31 March 1678

*513161/1/9

48 Robert Simpson, ‘The Annals of Derry’ Londondert$47, pp. 202-207

4 Margaret P Hillhouse, ‘Historical and genealogicallections relating to the descendants of Rev.e¥aftillhouse’, New York, 1924, p. 11
48 Prerogative Court of Canterbury will: National Arebs Prob: 11/806 [the will is four pages long].
9 John Latimer,'Annals of Bristol’, volume 3, ‘The gars and sheriffs of Bristol, 1800-1899'.

%0 He was aged 55 in 1841



‘ToMrsAnneMcCartney in Belfadt;

Madam,

| am very sensible of the very great esteem andevgbu ever had for my dear Mothewur
kinswoman’

The Reverend Hillhouse ended his address to Mrsavto€y, Y our most affectionate cousin.’

| take Mrs Ann McCartney to be the wife of Isaac@actney, the Belfast merchatitHe was the son of Belfast
merchant ‘Black’ George McCartney and his wife MarDavies? George McCartney's merchant letter books
revealed that by the late seventeenth there waedsiog contact with Irish ports other than Dulalimd he had
contacts with merchants in Londonderry and Colera@specially the latter.

Isaac McCartney [born c. 1670] married Ann Haltddg the Dromore famifif. Isaac McCartney’s will dated to
1736 refers to John Haltridge of Dromore as histier-in-law’>* Thus, Ann Haltridge McCartney was a
kinswoman of Rachel Hillhouse, wife of John Hillhouse of Aghanloo. It is possible that Rachel Hillhouse’'s
maiden name was Haltridge. We can see that thaddide family were well connected to some of théifen

merchant families in Ulster.

Isaac McCartney's out-letter book of corresponddifrten 1704] mentions both William Galbraith andmizs
Hillhouse in Bristol. Most of Belfast's trade atrégn ports was handled by a network of merchawis Belfast
and Ulster who had settled abroad and the merctiass was increasingly Scots-Presbyterians, anda h
percentage had Ulster roots.

Rachel Hillhouse died 7 January 1716 and was bumig¢de church of Aghanloo. John Hillhouse [her arsd]
died 31 July 1716 and was also buried in Aghanhaerch.>®

Children of John and Rachel Hillhouse of Freehall,
The American family history records six sons:

Abraham [inherited Freehall from his father Johiihduse].
James [Presbyterian minister emigrated and settl€dnnecticut].
William [supposedly to West Indigé

John [to England].

Samuel [no evidence uncovered]

Charles [no evidence uncovered]

oukhwnE

®1 | made a note of an Alexander Hillhouse, merchamelfast [a contemporary of George McCartney'§uspect that he is connected to the
Hillhouse family of Artikelly. He was made a freemaf Belfast on 8 May 1674 [Robert M Young, ‘Towedk of the Corporation of
Belfast’, p.278]. In 1677, ‘Alexander Hillhouse Bélfast was to be paid £16 for a voyage to the Weties [although the arrangement fell
through] and would have had the opportunity to sitime goods of his own’ [Jean Agnew,’ Belfast MardhFamilies in the #7century,’

Four Courts press, 1996, p. 41].

2 1559/27 p. 18

53 1403/1: The will of William Haltridge merchant ofrbmore, Co. Down 4 November 1691 mentions his estatIreland and Scotland. His
wife was Elizabeth, son John, daughters Margar@tfam Haltridge. The latter received a legacy dd@7o be paid within a year and a half
of marriage.

4 1559/27 p.18

%5 Margaret P Hillhouse, ‘Historical and genealogicallections relating to the descendants of Rev.e¥aillhouse’, New York, 1924, p. 9
E%xtracts from the Hillhouse family Bible in possi&m of Maj. Abraham McCausland)].

He may have been the James Hillhouse, a Scotsdftistent at Glasgow university in 1704 [David Dabs&cots-Irish Links’, 1575-1725
Part 5]. In 1718, Mr William Conolly, the Limavadgpndlord, wrote to the General Synod recommending Jsimes Hillhouse from
Drumachose, but Mr Hillhouse maintained that thaswvithout his knowledge, and was ordained by ttest#¥tery of Derry in May 1719
prior to his emigrating to America. He settled iomDecticut [where he died in 1740] and his son il was a cavalry officer in the
Revolution and a member of Congress [Julia Mullline Presbytery of Limavady’, p. 73 and TH Mullithjmavady and the Roe Valley, p.
122]. The Reverend James Hillhouse was the fouoftére New England branch of the family.

57 A william Hillhouse was elected Constable of LimayeCorporation on 14October 1718. There is evidence of a William Hillise in
Antigua after this date. The will of William Grartim of Antigua dated 8 April 1719 was witnessed hifigvh Hillhouse, John Martin and
John Weatherill. Also, the Public Treasury accotdiotslan 1727-Jan 1728 lists a Mr Hillhouse inJghn'’s.

%8 A John Hilhouse [no age given] was buried in 176éne parish of Westminster, Covenant Garden, Lojdondon Burial Index, 1583-
1853]. There is no way of knowing of course if thias John Hillhouse of Aghanloo.
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Abraham Hillhouse of Freehall

Abraham Hillhouse, son of John and Rachel Hillhcafséree Hall, county Derry was married twice. Harned
firstly Miss Elizabeth Herron on 20 April 1714 bshe died without issue 22 September 1716. He ndarrie
secondly Miss Ann Ferguson on 12 December 1717gftau of Reverend Andrew Ferguson of Burt, Donegal]
John Hillhouse appears to have received Lower appetJMain from the Fergusons as part of his magriag
arrangemertt. The estate now consisted of Freehall/Moneyvenmshlaower and Upper main townlands. The
family had a mansion at Freehall.

Abraham Hilhouse and Ann Ferguson had issue thanfislg children®®

Ferguson Hillhouse was born 5 Jan. 1719 baptisddsgrandfather Rev. Andrew Ferguson [died| 31
May 1730 and buried in Derry churchyard]

Rachel Hillhouse was born Nov 1720 and baptiséees Hall by her uncle Victor Ferguson

Abraham James Hillhouse was born 29 May 1724 aptiZeal by Mr William Conniston

[e5]

Victor Hillhouse was born 23 Sept. 1728 and bagtisg Mr William Conniston [died 19 Aug. 172
of smallpox, buried Aghanloo church].

Sarah Hillhouse was born 6 Oct 1728 [died Nov. 13@&2ed Derry Churchyard beside her mother]

Ann Fergglson Hillhouse [wife of John Hillhouse] di#0 June 1730 and was interred in Derry Churchy&rd
June 1730

Only two children survived into adulthood — son &titam James Hillhouse and daughter Rachel Hillhdtree
the baptismal and burial details we see that Abmahillhouse resided variously in Derry city or aeEhall. He
was a merchant trading out of Derry in the 173a Brid0s. The 1740 Protestant householders’ sueyds a
Mr Hillis in Londonderry city, and | take this t@Abraham Hillhouse. The family estate in Aghardppears to
have been leased to a variety of tenants [HulkyRerd Douglas are mentioned in registered deeds].

In 1745 Abraham Hillhouse transferred and assigRegthall and Maine to his only son Abraham James
Hillhousé? who was a merchant residing in Lonffbrin 1755 Abraham James Hillhouse mortgaged Freahdl
Maine to David Latouche of Dublin for £1560Unfortunately, Abraham James Hillhouse appeatste died in
1756 and the rights of the estate was transfeweldig sister Rachel Hillhouse [the last survivirgation in
Ireland] who had married Frederick McCausland id2l@nd as a result the Hillhouse estate was sulasinte

the much larger McCausland estate.

MCCAUSLAND ESTATE

Frederick McCausland was born in Streeve Hill, Behreland, and died 18 November 1763. He marriadhigl
Hillhouse 1742 in Ireland, the daughter of AbrahHitihouse and Ann Ferguson: They had issue: Abraham
[married Elizabeth Anderson 1765] Robert, Conoflfrruithill, Frederick, Mary, Ann [married WilliarStewart],
Hanna [married Boyd] and Sarah [married Thomas iRgniBsq]®® Frederick McCausland married secondly Jane

%9 Registry of Deeds Volume 183, pp. 501-502 memarial123629

€0 Margaret P Hillhouse ‘Historical and genealogicallections relating to the descendants of Rev. 3aHi#house’ New York, 1924 p. 9
[Extracts from Hillhouse family bible].

61 Register of the Cathedral Church of St. Columb'sfr, 1703-1732 p. 263

62 Registry of Deeds Volume 119 page 159, memoriaB@670
%3 on 30 March 1744 the Corporation of Derry resolthet all Popish inhabitants residing within the Izvalf the city should depart the same
by 1 May 1745. In 1748 the Irish Society claimedttthere was not one Catholic within the wallshaf tity — this claim was based on the

affidavits of 3 young men in London who had beesulght up in Londonderry, namely Abraham [Jamedhidilse, David Harvey and
William Alexander. The latter two had been yearkamdon as linen factors.

64 Registry of Deeds Volume 181 page 47, memorialldi®@409

8 1559/27 p. 61



Anderson [the widow of John Anderson of Derry neelane] on October 1760 in St. Mary's, Dublin [diezl
December 1799].

Rachel [Hillhouse] M cCausland

The Ulster branch of the Hillhouse family was
assimilated into the McCausland line with the
marriage of Rachel Hillhouse to Frederick
McCausland. The family in America has a
partial family tree, which is re-produced below
and is a useful template with regard to future
research. The tree indicates that there were at
least four additional branches to the Hillhouse
tree - two in England [Bristol and London] and
two in US.A [New England and South
Carolina]. There are descendants today in
England and America so | hope that this brief
study will assist those of lineal descent who
want to know more about the origins of the
Hillhouse family of Dunboe and Aghanloo
parishes.

Rachel Hillhouse McCausland ¢.1750

HILLHOUSE FAMILY TREE AND VARIOUS BRANCHES
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APPENDIX
HILLHOUSE IN CHURCH RECORDS
Ballykelly Presbyterian marriageregister [original in the Presbyterian Historical Society].

Alex’r Hillhous and Janet Small, he in Anlow andesh Ballykelly gave their consent this day to migrgnd
desires ye benefit of proclamation in advance tiraxeXber 26 1707 and were married Janr 16 1707.

HILLHOUSE IN REGISTRY OF DEEDS
Registered 1737

Volume 87, page 303, memorial no. 61720: Abrahalhddse to Henry Dickson.

Hilhouse to Dickson: Reg. 11 August 1737 at 4 @klafternoon

A deed of Assignment dated 19 day of July 1737, rellye Abrahan Hilhouse of the city of Londonderry,
Merchant for the consideration therein mentionatigtant, assign and sell overunto Henry Dicksosaid city
merchant, all the double Messuage or tenementtsiinaQueen Street in said city no/12/13/ togethigh 12
acres of land in the quarter of Lismonan and 116 in ye island of Derry late in possession ldf Arederick
Coningham and to him demised by the Society of loond

To hold to said Henry Dickson for all of the rentden of years unexpired of a lease of said premised the
said Society as in and by said deed may appeachveiaiid deed was solely executed by said Abrahdholitie
in the presence of James Naderson of said citylmaet@nd Andrew Makilevaine of city of Dublin, Gent
Sealed Ab. Hilhouse

Ald James Ash

Will Scott, Rt

Pet Stanley

Registered 1744

Volume 115, page 206 no. 80207: Abraham Hillhoasé&ames and Joseph Douglas, 10 July 1744.

Abraham Hillhouse of the city of Londonderry, Gent- Joseph and James Douglas of Upper Maine,
Londonderry, in the manor of Freemore ---- leaswilitfor the natural life/lives of Abraham Jamedlkbuse,
James Douglas and Isaiah Fowler. Rent of £10 rsterli

Registered 1744

Volume 117, page 178, no. 80205: Abraham Hillhdosgohn Douglas.

Indentured lease dated 1 February 1746 [mistakefjle between Abraham Hillhouse of Londonderry, Geualt
John Douglas of Main, county L'Derry ---- demisatipart of Main in possession of said John Doudésse at
will sixty acres --- for natural lives of Abrahamanies Hillhouse, John Hillhouse, senior and Johnglas, my
son, junior.

Witnessed by Rachel Hillhouse daughter to said Adma Hillhouse and Archibald Robinson of Main farmer
aged about 40 years

27 December 1744

Registered 1745

Volume 119, page 159, no. 82070: Hillhouse to Hilise, registered 16 September 1745.

Dated 20 August 1745, whereby Abraham HillhousErethall in the county of L'Derry Gent did sellsam and
transfer/make over unto his son Abraham Jamesaddii, all his right, Title and Interest to his rEatate of
Freehall, aforesaid and the Maine in said counityesii to sev'ral Cov[enan]ts.

Witnessed by Andrew Ferguson and Hugh Lyle botGa@éraine in the said county;

Signed, sealed by said Abraham James Hillhoudeeiptesence of said Andrew Ferguson and Charlesclofi
Coleraine aforesaid Gent,

Coleraine 29 August 1745 Cha Church, JP for cougrry; Dom. Heyland and Her. Heyland

Registered 1755
Volume 181 page 47 no. 119409: Hillhouse & anothdratouche 16 Day Dec’r 1755 at 6pm.
Indenture of Lease & Release ------ mortgage antbaR®e 2% day of May 1755 between Abraham James

Hillhouse of London merchant of one part & JohntBarof London aforesaid merchant of the second gart
David Latouche of the city of Dublin Esq® part whereby Abraham James Hillhouse & John Baster- did
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bargain, sell, alien and confirm to David Latoutdeds, tenements & herediments called and knowthéyame
Freehall & the Main county LD --- payment of thersof £1500 1 day of November 1755:

Witness — Edmund Kelly Inner Temple, London Genités Ciffy of same place.

24 May 1755

Registered 1757

Volume 183 pages 501-502 no. 123629: Fergusonltioddse to Ferguson

Reg. the 1% day of Febr'y 1757

A memorial of an Indenture made the Twenty fourdly df October in the year of our Lord God one tlamas
seven hundred and seventeen between the Rev Ardnguson minister of the Gospel in Burt in the bgrof
Inishone & county of Donegal of the one part & Atmen Hillhouse of Freehall in the county of L'Deryent of
the other part witnesseth that for & in consideratdf a marriage by God’s permission shortly tesbkemnized
between the s'd Abraham Hillhouse & Mrs Ann Fergudaughter of the sd Andrew Ferguson & for diverep
good causes & considerations the sd Andrew Fergd@brtovenant & agree for himself and his heirsrgx’
adm’rs, Afs in manner following viz that sd André®rguson to pay Abraham Hillhouse £100 GB sterdiag
portion with his said daughter as one entire payméthin 6 months after solemnizing said marriagaid
Abraham Hillhouse --- after said marriage the tawl of Moneyvenan commonly known by Freehall ared th
Upper & Lower Main --- shall be in possession ofrattam Hillhouse during his natural life and after teecease
to the heirs lawfully begotten of the body of tladsAnn Ferguson — if said Ann Ferguson shall difofe said
Abraham Hillhouse that the said Abraham Hillhousecase of another marriage doth for himself reséige
holding in Freehall to himself enduring his natuifd and if children by another marriage to resetive Upper
and Lower Main to dispose of to such childrenaifdisAbraham Hillhouse shall die before his wife Afgrguson
— to leave £20 to Ann as dowery --- out of the lahBreehall without paying any taxes and to livétie mansion
house of Freehall enduring her widowhood along \igh children if she have any until the heir be niedrand
then she is to be paid her £20.

Witnessed by Eleanor Ferguson late of ColerainetyoliDerry spinster dec’d and by Andrew FergusdrBort
county Donegal, Min.

This memorial was duly perfected by said Abraharthblise in the presence of said Andrew Fergusonadénd
Frederick McCausland of Streevhill, co L'Derry Gér2t February 1757.

Registered 1758

Volume 187, page 190, Memorial no.128927: Hillhotsselull.

Registered the 28day of June 1758 at 11 o’clock in the afternoon.

A memorial of a Lease of lives renewable forevearlvgy date the tenth day of April in the year oheusand
seven hundred and thirty three bewixt Abraham Kilke of Londonderry in the county of Londonderrytha#
one part Gentleman and Thomas Hull of Moneyvanmothé said county of the other part whereby thd sai
Abraham Hillhouse did then demise and set untcs#ie Thomas Hull his heirs, exors, Admons and Assal
that part of Moneyvanon then in possession of #Hieé Thomas Hull containing 60 acres be it moreess land
situate in the mannor of Freemore in the countyasfdonderry aforesaid be the same more or lesshtegwith
all buildings and appurtunances thereunto belonfgingnd during the Natural lives of Abraham Jardékouse
son to the said Abraham Hillhouse and of Abrahawh Zames Hull sons to the said Thomas Hull and rfiok a
during the life or lives of such person or persoright thereafter be added or inserted for evemdtunder the
yearly rent of twelve pounds sterling together wélbven shillings and six pence for each renewal ather
clauses usual betwixt Landlord and Tenant and @nbiécks of which Lease Conolly McCausland son to
Frederick McCausland, Gent is added in the Roorthefsaid Abraham James Hillhouse deceased as anlife
Renewal bearing date the second of March in the gea thousand seven hundred and fifty six and Whaase
is Witnessed by James Smith deceased, John Hopieemsed and William Johnston of Lisnagrib in €odnty
farmers and this memorial is aforesd Witnessedbysaid William Johnston and by William Patton @wtown
Limavaddy in said County, farmers

Signed and sealed in presence of

William Johnston

William Patton

Signed — Abr Hillhous

Registered 1761

Volume 24, page 5666, no. 147978: Hillhouse toyerr

A memorial of a deed roll [?] bearing date the 24 df July one thousand seven hundred and fortyaodemade
between Abraham Hillhouse of Londonderry Gent &f time part and George Perry of Main in the County
Londonderry on the other part whereby the said Adma Hillhouse for the consideration therein mergibuid
sell grant and confirm unto the sd George Perryhkiss and assigns forever all that part of Maimdpea ¥4 of
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Middle Main as the said Abraham Hillhouse shallitagut being a part of the Manor of Freemore ia Barony
of Kenaught and county of Londonderry together vathhouses and other appurtenances belonging t&fing
acres less more except as therin;

Unto said George Perry his heirs frofhday November then, next and during natural liieS@orge Perry, John
Perry and William Sherer and the survivor and sumd of them --- paying unto Abraham Hillhouse ygaum
of £4, 10sh sterling rent to commence from 1 Noventben next half year payments--- of 11sh, 4 Y4tliwi3
months after the death of each of lives aforesaid -

Said deed duly executed in the presence of Ch&hkesoway in city of L'Derry gent and James Hull of
Cookstown in county Tyrone.

This memorial was duly signed and sealed by saimt@gePerry and said Charles Garroway and HenrynShba
said city of Londonderry, Gentlemen.

Said Charles Garroway subscribing witness sawdeed duly executed.

Sworn 30 day of June 1761 at city of Londonderry.

Copyright 2009 R. Forrest.
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